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Enter houses

through

theirdoors...

... suggests an old Sudanese
saying. This image, taken five
years ago of a man clambering

~ over a fence to view the debut
football match of South Sudan’s
national team, shows how you
can just as easily take an unortho-
dox route. Over the past five
years, both Sudan and South
Sudan have taken a few unexpect-
ed detours. To mark the five-year
anniversary of the separation
of the Sudans, The Niles corre-
spondents from both countries
have taken a closer look at the
paths taken by the neighbouring
states. Many developments are
sobering, but a few offer scope
for hope. In any case, the idiom
on the cover of the first print
edition of The Niles, published
five years ago today, rings truer
than ever: It is a fool who rejoices,

hen.the neiochbour is in trouble.
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6.2011-9.2012

by Mahir Abu Goukh, Ochan Hannington,
Waakhe Simon

You can’t make it up!

News from the past five years.

SO[IN9Y.L &

South Sudan both Sudan

June 2011

War broke out in South Kordofan following the Sudan
People’s Liberation Movement-North's (SPLM-N)
accusations that the ruling National Congress Party
rigged election results.

F108°9

28 Agreement was struck between the delegations of the
government and the SPLM-N to end the conflict in

July 2011

9 Official announcement of the independent state

of South Sudan.

July 2011 July 2011 Southern Kordofan (known as the Nafi-Agar agreement).

Sudan formally recognised the State of South Sudan. The Doha Agreement for peace in Darfur between the
government and the Liberation and Justice Movement
was wrapped up, stipulating a referendum on the
administration of Darfur.

1104

The Niles print edition went to press-in.Sudan and South
Sudan. The cover featured the ancient Sudanese saying:
“Itis a fool who rejoices, when the neighbour is in trouble,”
aptly suited to mark July 9, 2011, the day when South 1 Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir rejected the Addis
Sudan emerged as the world's newest state. In its first Ababa Agreement and directed the Sudanese forces

publication, The Niles journalists dived into themes like: 00 to defeat the SPLM-N and capture its leader Abdelaziz
What do we have in common? What are our differences? iv al-Hilu in preparation for his trial as a traitor.
What will happen to us now? o
e
The first crisis arose between Khartoum and Juba, after =
the latter decided to stop using their common currency.
A week later, South Sudan’s new currency was issued
(South Sudanese Pounds). Sudan subsequently issued
its own new notes and coins (Sudanese Pounds).
(Vo) September 2011
L
g Outbreak of fighting in Damazin, the capital of the Blue
: Nile State, between government forces and the SPLM-N.

The latter withdrew. A presidential order then was issued
exempting the head of the SPLM-N Malik Agar from being
Wali of Blue Nile State.

8 The first official visit of South Sudan’s President Kiir !i

October 2011

to Khartoum following independence.

s

A
N/

December 2011

20 Prominent rebel leader George Athor killed near the

border with the Democratic Republic of Congo.

of the World”
of the Red Sea’s

January 2012

Juba halted oil production in the wake escalating disputes
with its northern neighbour over oil transit fees.

i'

February 2012

Sudanese Presiden iEBESIRSARNNENEEVISOANN B0
interview that 2 waR pEESHSUSENEISOMSutaY I

| |

April 2012

Facebook added South Sudan to its country list. The move
followed a petition by lan Cox on change.org: “To recognise
the existence of the country of South Sudan.”

Rome B 1
e B
2
v
- 1SN April 2012
. N
=) 10 War in Heglig erupted bef
=t after the SPLA took overt
N
20 The Heglig war ended, but
Sudan claimed it withdrew
it won the war and chased t
May 2012 (9 23 Sudan’s Vice President Ali O
'N closed borders with South S
The U.N. Security Council adopted an unanimous decision (=) trade. He sounded a blunt
of its members, declaration 2046, which calls for the [ in the frontier region: “l sa
states of Sudan and South Sudan to stop the war and A are clear, ‘shoot to kill'.”

negotiate to resolve the outstanding issues between them.
28 Sudanese President a
in a number of towp

June 2012

An Israeli court ruled in favour of the deportation of South
Sudanese migrants.

Warrap State authorities have banned shisha smoking,
declaring it illegal and unhealthy.

including Abyei 2
Baram andg
of 3

June 2012

IY

The Sudan Football Associatio
transfer of a player from Sq
Club signed up Atir Tho

Nd €15 ¥/2/9102

July 2012

South Sudan competed in its first full international match,
a friendly against Uganda in Juba. The match ended in

a 2-2 draw, with James Moga and Richard Justin Lado
scoring for South Sudan. The game led to South Sudan
entering the FIFA rankings at the start of August, where

it joined in 199th place. On September 5, 2015, South Sudan
won its first FIFA-recognised match, against Equatorial
Guinea for the 2017 Africa Cup of Nations qualification.

Ll

August 2012

Miss South Sudan-Atong:Dem
participating in the 2011-2012.M

Sudanese to hold this title.
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10.2012-1.2014

South Sudan

November 2012

November 2012

SPLM-I0, loyal to Machar, fought for control of a number

former Minister of Culture Sirino Hiteng] in addition to the

23 The Citizen TV (CTV), the first and only independent TV 13 November 13, 2012 - The World |
Station in South Sudan is launched. confirmed yellow fever killed 107
warned it could spread to the res
24 (November 24 - December 8) First participation of the 3
South Sudanese football team in the CECAFA (Council
for East and Central Africa Football Associations) Cup.
December 2012 December 2012
5 Columnist Isaiah Diing Chan Awuol was murdered in South Sudan’s Chief Negotiator Pagan Amum said the
Juba, the first journalist to be killed in the country since first shipment of South Sudanese oil through Sudanese
it separated from Sudan. Critical journalism about politics territory would take place at the end of the year.
and security has been on the wane since Isaiah’s death. He
was a fierce critic of the government and voiced his opinions
in blogs and columns. Officials promised to investigate
and arrest the suspects and bring them to book - but
nothing has come of that pledge. January 2013 January 2013
14 The Juba office of the international broadcaster Al Jazeera Factions of the opposition and the Revolutionary Front
was destroyed by fire. signed a joint agreement called the Charter of the New
Dawn, a blueprint for overthrowing the regime using
political and armed struggle. It was followed by a wave
of arrests of signatories to the agreement.
March 2013
Vice President Riek Machar Teny directed fierce critici
towards the country’s President Salva Kiir Mayard
the meetings of the political bureauofithe ri
People’s Liberation Movement (SE
1 Bishop Emeritus Taban Paride reqgs
Vieira de Mello Prize in recognitio
peace in South Sudan. April 2013 April 2013
6 Vice Presi char officially announced hisintention 12 Sudanese President al-Bashir visited Juba for the first The theatre play “The Regime Wants”, directed by Abu-
to run for the thl digeneral conference of the SPLM party time since his participation in South Sudan’s independence Bakr el-Sheikh, debuted to great acclaim and earned-‘
presidency. Taking the helm of the party rivalling Kiir ceremony in July 2011. He held a series of talks with his plaudits for bringing theatre back e
would make him a candidate in the scheduled 2015 South Sudanese counterpart Kiir.
presidential election. 1 Sudanese President al-Bashir release litica
detainees, including politicians who were arrested after
13  President Kiirissued a decree shrinking the powers of his the signing of the Charter of the New Dawn.
deputy Machar. May 2013 May 2013 e
27 The Revolutionary Front mounted tw
20  South Sudanese President Kiir was absent from the, 28 The Sudanese army said they retook the city cities of Umm Ruwaba and Abu K (
export celebrations in Port Sudan. The two countrie Abu Kharshola. for the opposition forces as thes: cities are locate,
each other for obstructing oil production. Meanwhy in North Kordofan State. ; ;
pointed the finger at Juba for supporting rebel
North Kordofan, and Juba accused Khartoum g
in the killing of Abyei Dinka Ngok leader Kugq .",,.
-
-
L. -
i \
3 LS
June 2013 N June 2013 8
19 A presidential decrge dismi§sed Cabinet Minister Deng 8 President al-Bashir ordered Oil Ministér Awad al-Jaz
Alor and Finance Migister Kbsti Manibe who were said to freeze the export of South Sudanesé oil through
to be embroiled in a multi-million dollar scandal and were Sudanese pipelines, after the expiry of a two week
referred to court on charges of corruption. deadline set by Khartoum for Juba to halt support for
opposition groups in Southern Kordofan, Blue Nile and
‘ )\\ Darfur. In addition, Sudan shelved all cooperation agree-
\\\ ments with South Sudan.
July 2013 July 2_6113 N\
BRE Sudanese government accepted proposals from
8 Anpresidential decree dismissed the Governor of Unity 9  The third issue’of The Niles is printed and distributed theAffican Union’s Head of the High-Level Implementation
State Taban Deng and appointed Joseph Ngok in his in Sudan and South Sudan. Covering the topic of land, Panel Thabo Mbeki to overcome the crisis with South
stead. Secretary General of,the SPLM Pagan Amum said The Niles journalists report on how the cherished asset Sudan. It renewed its commitment to the agreements
itically motivated has sparked extensive conflict angis8 \_ 0S,[9 e tha signed between the two countries, while the African Union
a matter of square metres for citiz8 htries pledged to assist the parties in the establishment of a
ds into an abyss. President Kiir sacked demilitarised buffer zone.
achar, a sudden move that paved way
outbreak of large-scale violence on December 15. August 2013
23 A presidential decree appointed Spea
James Wani lgga as Vice President.
September 2013
22 Civilian protests kicked off in reacti
price increases but soon descendet
Madani. The demonstrations sprea
o they lasted several days and were du
uprising”. Amnesty said that at least 200° S
killed between September 23 and 28. Many more were
injured, and over 600 people were arrested the human
October 2013 rights group said.
The Accountability Committee, set up by the NCP
following criticism of the government’s heavy-handed
response to the September 2013 demonstrations,
suspended three signatories of a critical note including
former Presidential advisor Ghazi Salahuddin. It also froze
) ership of six signatories, warned four and
=aisal Mohamed Salih accepts the
in Washington DC.
December 2013 December 2013
6 Leaders of the SPLM held a joint press conference and 8 Al-Bashir carried out the most swe
directed fierce criticism towards President Kiir for his government and his party since he se
management of the country and the party. Participants coup in 1989. He dismissed Vice-Presi :
included Former Vice President Machar, Rebecca Garang, his Deputy Party Nafi Ali Nafi. Bashir alst
widow of the influential party founder and leader John government, dismissing Oil Minister Awac Z
Garang De Mabior, suspended SPLM Secretary General been in the government line-up for more than two decades.
Pagan Amum, former Attorney General John Luk Jok and
former Minister for National Security Oyay Deng. January 2014 January 2014 January 2014
14 The National Liberation Council of the SPLM held three 3 The first round of negotiations kicked off between the 6 Sudanese President al-Bashir visited Juba for the first 27 President al-Bashir addressed the nation. Notal
days of meetings to try and resolve differences between delegations of the South Sudanese government and the time since the war broke out in South Sudan. He declared the presence of opposition leaders incll ding Secretary
President Kiir and his opponents. SPLM-I0 under the auspices of the IGAD in the Ethiopian that his country would not launch any hostile action General of the Popular Congress Hassan Turabi, who
capital Addis Ababa. against South Sudan from Sudanese territory. He also attended an officially scheduled speech by al-Bashir for
15 Members of the National Liberation Council withdrew asslirea-that South Sudanese citizens fleeing to Sudan the first time since his dismissal from power in December
from the meeting hall in protest as President Kiir 8 The non-profit watchdog Crisis International published & r' would not treated as refugees but as citizens. 1999. President of the National Umma Party Sadiq
delivered a speech. a report that 10,000 people had been killed in South Sudan - al-Mahdi and the leader of the “Reform Now” movement,
: since the civil war started, sharply raising previous - Ghazi Salah el-Din were also present. Al-Bashir ex-
16 Sounds of bullets were heard following armed clashes estimates. y pressed his readiness to engage in a national dialogue
in Juba throughout the night. President Kiir announced with all political parties.
a thwarted a coup attempt, which he said was planned 29 Seven top political leaders accused of participating in
and carried out by his former deputy Machar and his the coup were freed, including Deng Alor, Costa Manyebi, =
supporters. former Justice Minister John Luk Jok, three former E’;
ministers (former Minister of Communications Madut 2
18 Soon after violence broke out, rebel factions of the Biar, former Minister of Roads Gier Chuang Aluong and 5'.
(5]

of regional towns. Thousands of people were killed and
many more fled for their lives. Ugandan troops intervened
on the side of the government.

former Governor of Lakes States Chol Tong Mayay.
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March 2014

11 = The trials of former Secretary:General of thg
Amum, former Minister for National Securi
former Deputy Minister of Defence Majak D'AS
\ former South Sudan Ambassador to Washing
\ \ k Lol Gatkuoth, all charged with planning the cg
\ ‘ in Juba
April 2014 \" ‘. el
7 Violence had displaced more: t\han a million' people in llttles ¥, 3 a
under four months of fighting. } W S i W4 e
8 The United Nations said pro-Machar forces séc**ed the N
oil town of Bentiu, kllllng hundreds of C|V|l|ans. Y4 '
v ¥
25 The four politicians accused of the coup plot wgr?e\
released, officials said, in ordertojpromote recc ] May 2014
and dialogue \N g ‘
\ "\ \19 The first direct meeting between President K
‘ ;} 5 rebel leader Machar took place since the wa
il ¢ In the Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa the two #
‘ {a ceasefire agreement, which collapsed afteg
| following a rebel attack on the oil town of Bentre
3 1) Wy ,"
“»‘ { % \‘\ At
June 2014 ./ N\ :

10
paper in South Sudan, was closed down by th uth
Sudanese authorities. Al Masir debuted in Juba o
February 22, 2011. { |

Al Masir, the first Arabic languaée lndependmﬁws-

N
N

July 2014

The U.N. Security Council describes the food crisis ip'i
South Sudan as the worst in the world. The former U.N.
envoy Toby,lkanzer said conflict resulted in the slau hter
of thousands, displacement of more than a million nd
had left five million in heed of humanitarian aid. En re
towns have been razed to the ground, captured aq&‘o
recaptured in heavy clashes between rebel and gtﬁern—
ment force& g

N
7

7
N

A October 2014

% \

7 Whlle South Sudan was m,the tl'ﬁées of a VICIOUS War
the Ministry of EnwronrﬂenT concentrated its. energles
on a smoking ban. The Qecmon f [)ade smo mg‘ln public
places and imposed fines oi\about 500 South’ Sudanel;;e {
Pound (USD 170) — double tl-"s: thly Salaﬂés of workers
and civil servants, who in reahty»ar:ei often pald late due
to the conflict.

A ;'.\.
1 g :‘;‘{,‘
¥
i LI
"' January 2015 R 8 o
: L (W, | s
21 January 21, 2015 - The signing of the reednciliation \
agreement between the government and, SPLM-I0 leaders
in Arusha Tanzania; aimed at reumtmg the SPLM. 718 %
] ! § v. iy
y \ \?,
February3015 : ‘?
ok 1 =
14 General elections slated for June are called off because’ * %
- of the ongoing conflict. They are postponed until 2018. =
i b
\‘\ % i“‘;;".
, AEAR
\
e\ b
1'% March 2014 8
) Y x 5 .I'ssue nﬁmberfive ofi The Niles is published on the topic ] pro-government,StUdent
. 3 % ' of "People on the Move®. War, hunger and poverty have disperse a student

AN
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» “million people were on,the road in the two countries. The

forced teems of Sudanese and South Sudanese to flee
thelrhomesiAs the edition went to press, more than 4.5

ing violence in South
th of a Darfuri student,

Niles correspondents efironicled diverse experiences R RO
and destinations. ary was opened in Shagarab Camp, Kassala,
 books for Eritrean refugees. A day later it was

own by the authorities.
: Army Spokesman Colonel Sawarmi Khaled
id the Sudanese army would participate in the
1§ \ Decisive Storm” operation, as part of an alliance led
b4t - ! : i Arabia.

! i : CEL I R The Electoral Commission said Preside

§ the presidential election and his NCP party snapped up
! a majority of parliamentary seats at the national and state ;
Sxd levels. A judge in Khartoum sentenced a pregnant 27-year-old,
Mariam Yahya Ibrahim to death for the crime of “apostasy”,
and to 100 lashings for “adultery”. Following intense

(1 international pressure, Ibrahim was released in June.
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June 2015

23  The National Liberation Council of the SPLM passed a
resolution re-appointing.Maehar as Vice Chairman of the
SPLM and Pagan Amum as SPLM Secretary-General, and
readmitting all dismissed SPLM members, who would
have charges against them dropped. The move was part
of the Arusha Agreement.

€102°9

August 2015

2 The International Olympic Committee recognised the
National Olympic Committee of South Sudan, making
it the latest territory to be included after Kosovo.

4  Threeiindependent media outlets were shut down by
South Sudan’s authorities including: The Citizen newspa-
per, al-Rai newspaper and Free Voice. Voice of America
(VOA), which shares offices with Free Voice, was also
affected. The Editor in Chief of the Citizen newspaper,
Nhial Bol, said no reason was given for the shutdown.
Bol explained that a security officer telephoned hima day
earlier saying that the paper should remain closed until
further notice.

17 © Armed opposition'leader Machar signed the power-
sharing agreement. The government delegation demand-
ed 15 days to study the agreement before signing.

19 South Sudanese journalist Moi Peter Julius was shot
dead by unknown gunmen'in South Sudan’s capital Juba.
The body of the reporter, who also contributed to The
Niles, was found the next morning. The motive of the
killing was unclear but the tragedy came just days after
President Kiir told journalists “if anybody among [journal-
ists] does 'not know that this country has killed people,
we will demonstrate it one day [...]". No one has been
arrested for the murder

25 The U.N. Security Council declared it was ready to act
immediately if President Kiir refused to sign the power=
sharing agreement and/or breaches previous obligations
he has committed to.

26 President Kiir signed the power-sharing agreement but
expressed his scepticism about a number of provisions.
The deal followed endless negotiations, peace-accords
and international interventions but the conflictiis far from
resolved. Current estimates indicate that over 2.4 million
people were forced to flee and tens of thousands of people
died. Parties to the conflict are accused of horrendous
human rights abuses.

July 2015

The U.N. Security Council imposed sanctions on six
commanders in South Sudan. Sanctions included travel
bans and the freezing of assets. From the government
side those named were: Marial Chanuong Yol, Gabriel Jok
Riak and Santino Deng Wol. From the opposition side:
Simon Gatwech, Peter Gadet and James Koang Chuol.The
Central Bank of South Sudan officially introduced coins

in denominations of 10, 20 and 50 piasters (worth less
tham.US cents on the black market).

U.S. President Barack Obama traveled to Addis Ababa for
a summit on how to end South Sudan’s'conflict: He'joined
presidents from Uganda, Kenya, the Ethiopian'Prime
Minister and the Foreigh Minister of Sudan. Talks'included
the possibility of sanctionsishould either side endanger
the peace process.

September 2015

South Sudan’s Minister.of Environment presented the
country’s first environmental policy to the parliament.

June 2015

6 A new cabinet formation was announced with the former
Minister of Agriculture Ibrahim Mahmoud appointed Vice
President of the party and Presidential Assistant, while
his predecessor, Ibrahim Ghandour took charge of the
Foreign Affairs Ministry.

15 The first ever shadow-puppet play “Hammour’s wish”

was performed in Khartoum, Sudan

October 2015

South Sudan’s airline, South Supreme, halted flights amid
the country’s deepening crisis and blamed the government
and a lack'of hard currency for the disrupted service.

Over 35 boys receive their traditional, but controversial
head scarifications in Gogrial. A 13-year-old boy said now
no one can call him a small anymore:

November 2015

An Antonov cargo aircraft crashed on the eastern bank
of the River Nile shortly after taking off in Juba, killing
at least 37 people.

¥

October 2015

10 The Sudanese national dialogue process restarted after
months of interruption.

December 2015

The armed opposition 150-strong delegation arrived in Juba,
headed by chief negotiator Taban Deng, as a practical step
in implementing the peace deal signed in August 2015.

President Kiir issued a decree to re-divide the states in
the country increasing the number from 10 to 28. SPLM-I10
rejected, saying it is a breach of the peace agreement.

December 2015

23 The ninth Red Sea Festival for Tourism and Shopping
started in Port Sudan. The festival continued until
mid-February 2016.

9rozr

S

February 2016
11 President Kiir appointed Machar'as First Vice President,

L tef th t.
also partief the peaceggreen"en

£

April 2016 . ‘

<.’
While addressing a news conference in Juba, form;tion
Minister Michael Makuei Lueth said the government
opposed live political radio programmes. “These direct
on-air programmes are not acceptable. This is wheré you
5 allow anybody to come and say his rubbish and pass their
ilthy ideas to the public and you will not be able to control
hem,” he said, adding that radio stations should pre-
cord programmes discussing critical issues.

35 South Sudanese attackers, believed to be from the
+ Murle ethnic group, massacred 208 ciyilians and abducted
J 102 children frem the,Nuer communityiin Ethiopia. They
drove away wi er >,000 heads of €attle taken from the
Gambella areﬁ
15  South Sudan bec : e the sixth,migmberof the East
African Communiagsfter President Kiir Signed a treaty
in Tanzania's commercial capital, Dares Salaam. South
Sudan said it hopes f@r economic benefits from the
regional group. \

22 Machar’s planned arrivalin Juba was rep
The government agreed to allow the formen
turned rebel leader to return to Juba with 1
their weapons, reversing its original rejection

edly delayed.
ice President

his request.
26 Machar arrived in Juba and was swo e country’s

Vice President under President
to forge unity for thicountw.

28 After dissolving the old cabinet Presid

f‘ 30 ministers by decree on state broadea

Kiir nominated 16 ministers; SPLM=|

, nated 10 Ministers, theFormer: Detai
v opposition political partiés nominate

’ Transitional Government of National

' 2 AugustP015 peace deal. The expa

% has a garliament comprising 400°'me

v 3
29 Yihened cabinet was swWorn in and Relest
*q eting the same day to Qiscuss issyess

, t‘hé e&bnomy.
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soldiers and

January 2016

4 Sudan cut diplomatic relations with Iran.

March 2016

5 Hassan al-Turabi, head of the Popular Congress Party
(PCP), died. Turabi was a leading figure in the ruling NCP,
until a falling out with al-Bashir.

29 Awadia Mahmoud, founder of a tea sellers’ association,
received the International Women of Courage Award from
the U.S. Secretary of State.

T
e
: "’
.
L o
July 2016 N
N
Uuly 4-7) =)
The Juba Film Festival takes placeforthefirst time. 'c';

A number of passionate filmimakersiare behind the
festival which aims to shewease'Seuth*'Sudanese films
and take them to a broadiaudrence.

South Sudafmarksiits fifth Independence Anniversary.
¢ |

April 2016

11 The administrative referendum for the people of Darfur
was held for three days, as stipulated in the Doha
agreement. The vote, which would determine whether
Darfur would have one or five states, was boycotted
by the opposition.

23 The Darfur Referendum Commission unveiled the
referendum results: More than 97 percent voted for
the status quo of five states, amidst criticisms of a lack
of credibility.

6 SOIIN9Y.L
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...1ssues which

still hamper north-
south relations five
years on

Five intractable problems continue to cloud
relations between Sudan and South Sudan:
Borders, citizens, oil, rebels and Abyei.

These five thorny issues were part of the Coop-
eration Agreement inked by the two presidents
on September 27, 2012, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.
With an eye on recent developments in both
countries, the two Sudans remain a long way
from resolving them.

by Adam Mohamed Ahmed
Khartoum, Sudan

1. Borders: Where
is the zero line?

he Addis Ababa agreement underlined the

need for clear borders, or the so-called Zero
Line identification, and the withdrawal of the two
countries’ armies from each other’s territories.

On January 29, 2016, South Sudan’s Presi-
dent Salva Kiir ordered his army to immediately
pull out from the area within five miles from
the border with Sudan. However, the negotiating
parties failed to identify the Zero Line, making
it hard to determine the demilitarised security
zone between the two countries.

“The major obstacle for the two states from
September 2012 to January 2013 was identifying
the Zero Line, which Sudan considers essential
to address the vitally important security issues,”
said Moiz Farougq, a former delegation member
to the negotiations with South Sudan. “The Joint
Border Demarcation Committee — set up before
the separation — agreed on 8o percent of border
demarcation of the states. They, however,
disagreed over four sites; namely, Kafia Kingi,
Mgeinis, Joda and Kaka.”

On January 277, Sudanese President Omar
al-Bashir issued an order to reopen the border,
following positive gestures by his South Suda-
nese counterpart.

But question marks were raised about this
plan in March this year, when rumours swirled
that borders were once again being blocked,
speculation which proved unfounded. But the
highly politicalised issue of borders remains
volatile and does not look likely to go away, any
time soon.

2. Citizens
or foreigners?

O n March 18, 2016, the Sudanese Council
of Ministers said it would treat South
Sudanese people as foreigners, removing their
access to health and education services and
taking a hard line on southerners who do not
hold passports.

It ruled that all South Sudanese needed a
valid official entry visa within a week. The move
sparked shock among the immigrants, as it
unwound a previous decision which granted
them the right to live as Sudanese citizens.
The move was implemented amid rising ten-
sions between the Sudans following Khartoum’s
accusation that Juba harboured rebels. In re-
sponse, South Sudan’s Information Minister
Michael Makuei threatened to take similar steps
against Sudan.

3. How much
for a barrel of oil?

ollowing extensive talks, the two parties

finally struck agreement on charges for
transporting oil from South Sudan through
the Sudanese territories. Oil forms the backbone
of South Sudan’s economy and the loss of oil
income left a deep dent in Sudan’s finances
following secession, making the fees a hot topic
for both countries. The negotiating teams, with
mediation from third parties, finally agreed
that South Sudan would pay Sudan a total fee
of 24-26 U.S. dollars per barrel.

This sum included an 11 U.S. dollars per barrel
fee for transportation services, payable to the
Greater Nile Petroleum Operating Company,

a Chinese-Malaysian company operating in
the Unity State fields. This fee also includes

a processing fee of 1.60 U.S. dollars, a transport
fee of 8.40 U.S. dollars and a one dollar transit
fee for each barrel.

As for oil coming through PetroDar, a Chinese-
Malaysian company operating in the Upper
Nile state fields, South Sudan pays 9.10 U.S.
dollars per barrel.

In addition to these fees, South Sudan must
“transfer a finite sum of 3.028 billion U.S.
dollars, as a transitional financial arrangement”,
according to the Cooperation Agreement.

Following the outbreak of war in South Sudan
and plummeting global oil prices, the new
country’s fragile economy took a hit, prompting
Juba to request a reduction in oil transit charges.
On January 11, 2016, former South Sudanese
Foreign Minister Barnaba Benjamin said his
country asked Sudan’s government to lower the
charges. “It is due to global fall of oil prices,”
he told Sudanese Al-Shorooq TV.

Shortly after however, Sudan’s Finance
Minister Badreddine Mahmoud said that “South
Sudan has defaulted on oil transit charges and
Khartoum is obliged to take its share in kind
in accordance with the JCA”.

In his address to the Sudanese parliament
on January 20, he added that: “The Sudanese
government is making technical arrangements
should Juba shut down its oil pipelines.”

But just a day later the Sudan News Agency
(SUNA) quoted government sources saying that
al-Bashir agreed to reduce Sudan’s charges on
South Sudan’s oil transit.

This reduction does not affect the total
amount to be paid by South Sudan, i.e. 3.028
billion U.S. dollars. It only means that the amount
per barrel would be reduced, thus extending the
pavement period initially set at three and a half
years in the cooperation agreement.

4. Who is helping
the rebels?

ritten in black on white in the Cooperation

Agreement is the clause that neither
country can allow armed oppositions in its
territories. But hardly any time passed before
accusations started flying back and forth between
the two countries.

The Sudanese government was quick to
point the finger at South Sudan’s government
for failing to cut ties with the SPLA-North, the
Sudanese offshoot of South Sudan’s SPLA. And
when Vice President Riek Machar broke away
from President Kiir in December 2013 and
became a rebel leader, Juba accused Khartoum
of supporting him. “Security arrangements
remain a huge challenge,” said Faroog, adding
that it is nigh on impossible to monitor a 1260
km-long border which is home to two-thirds
of both countries’ populations.

5. What next
for Abyei?

s part of the Comprehensive Peace Agree-
ment (CPA), which ended the second
Sudanese civil war, a “special status” was awarded
to Abyei. But even after South Sudan became
a country in its own right, the issue continued
to burn. Oil-rich Abyei abuts both Sudan and
South Sudan and is claimed by the two countries.

In 2012, the African Union proposed a
referendum over Abyei, in which the nine Dinka
Ngok tribes and the population living in that
area would participate, taking into consideration
the political rights of the Misseriya tribe.

The Khartoum government refused to support
the decision because the Misseriya tribe were
excluded from the vote, meaning the outcome
would likely go against Sudan. The Juba govern-
ment, however, approved the proposed referendum.
The issue hung in the balance until October 2013,
when the nine Dinka Ngok tribes in Abyei forged
ahead with a unilateral referendum to annex the
area to South Sudan but The African Peace and
Security Council refused to accept their vote.

To this day there is little to suggest that the status
of Abyei will be settled in the near future.

How to bury the hatchet...

“Sudan is committed to all the agreements it has
signed with Juba and is keen to implement them,”
said Ali Sadiq, spokesman for Sudan’s Foreign
Ministry. “We believe that the security of the south
leads to security for Sudan, and vice versa. There-
fore using many regional platforms and interna-
tional mediation, we seek to convince disputing
parties in South Sudan to bury the hatchet.”

But, at the same time, Sadiq said Juba never
seemed keen on forging a neighbourly relation-
ship with Khartoum and failed to implement
agreements struck between the two states.

For his part, South Sudan’s Spokesman
Michael Makuei called on the Sudanese govern-
ment to discuss outstanding issues with South
Sudan, rather than taking unilateral decisions.
“South Sudan’s government will not take any
action unless the decisions are implemented
on the ground,” he said in a press statement.

And Farougq casts doubt on both countries’
motivation to improve relations. “The two
countries have a lot in common, social, political,
and economic ties,” he said. “They are still
unable to draw up a long-term strategy based
on these commonalities. They simply lack
the ability and/or willingness to look at their
relationship comprehensively and from a long-
term perspective.”

.. questions
to Dr. Ann Itto,

former General Secretary Sudan People’s
Liberation Movement and Minister of Agriculture.
Ann Itto is one of the senior SPLM leaders who
worked closely with the influential party founder,
the late John Garang de Mabior.

Interview by Mugume Davis
Juba, South Sudan

TN: How do you feel about the fifth anniversary
of independence?

Al: T am happy we are independent. Each inde-
pendence day reminds me of the long years of
struggle. Our people long fought for indepen-
dence, not just for the sake of it, rather they saw
it as an opportunity for us — the citizens of this
country — to sit together and make plans, to build
a country that is equitable, just and prosperous.

Each independence day we celebrate, I reflect

on how much has been achieved. Are we going
in the right direction? Can we do things better?

I ask myself: What is my role in this? In the next
year can I do more to achieve the South Sudan
we want. We have not arrived to the destination.
Our people did not want just independence

but to build a country devoid of wars and conflict.
They want us to have a country that we are
proud of.

TN: Has independence achieved your fore-
fathers’ dreams?

Al: I would say no. The most important thing
is that we are now free. Nobody can take that
away from us. But the fact that we have war
among ourselves is an indication that we did not
get certain things right.

This is not the time for fighting. It is sup-
posed to be the time for building the foundation
of a just and equitable country. A country where
our youths can go to school and get some skills
so that they can become the building blocks of
this nation. I would say we have not reached this
stage yet — but we can learn from our mistakes.

The most important thing is that we have
admitted that things have gone wrong with the
management and the administration of this
country. We have agreed to sort it out by having
a government that has a separation of powers.
We have also admitted that our people have
suffered enough so we have to bring them back
so that they can become productive. We have
also agreed to have a government that provides
security for everyone.

We have a lot of resources so we have to work
to be developed and stop depending on other
countries. We have the opportunity to address
the economic challenges as well as having a
permanent constitution where people will be
able to debate and agree on the political systems
and the values of this country. We have to look at
a better transitional justice as well as a favourable
reconciliation process.

TN: What has been the greatest achievement
for this country in the last five years?

Al: The main thing is, of course, keeping the
country independent. Before this conflict started,
we had begun to put down roads and improve
the connectivity of people thorough telephone
systems. We had started inviting investors from
different countries. But the conflict derailed
these efforts. It removed confidence from both
nationals and investors — so we have to work
hard to restore it.

TN: As an individual, where do you see yourself
in the next five years?
Al: You know I am a political animal. I have been
in politics for a very long time so I will continue
working with anyone who wants this country to
recover. I will work with both women and youth
to achieve this. Another thing that I want to do
is agriculture which I think is very important.
More than 8o percent of our people depend
on agriculture so we, as a nation, have to improve
production and allow our people to be able to
contribute to our development.

[ am putting up a modern farm which will
be a model farm for the youth and anyone inter-
ested in agriculture. They must look at farming
as more than subsistence but more as a business
venture. Therefore farming must be financed
and scientific.

TN: What about your country, where would you
want to see South Sudan in the next five years?
Al: T believe by that time we would have totally
ended the war and would have addressed the
impact of conflict and have laid the foundation
of infrastructure and institutions and systems
that would allow a country to run peacefully.
We would begin to achieve things and create
harmony. I believe there would be increased
productivity and that people would be happy
about the services they get.

“Our people
did not want
just indepe-
ndence but

to build a
country devoid
of wars and
conflict.”

e South Sudanese
conflicts that
threaten peace

Before independence in 2011, South Sudan
was surrounded by several rebel groups which
threatened its first steps towards secession.
After independence, some of the region’s rebel
movements struck deals with the government
but several remained defiant.

During its first five years as a separate nation,
South Sudan has continued to struggle with
several rebel attacks and, in 2013, descended
into full-blown civil war. Despite a peace deal,
conflicts still rage in many places.

The cycle of violence is partly due the flood of
weapons left behind after decades of strife and
war. Tensions have also grown out of a void
caused by scant central government, security,
development and justice. Here are five major
conflicts which have cast the longest shadow
on South Sudan’s recent years and which continue
to keep peace at arms’ length.

by Esther Muwombi
Kampala, Uganda

1. The Jonglei
ethnic clashes

V iolence in Jonglei stirred just one month
after South Sudan achieved independence,
with 600 people killed. By January 2012, South
Sudan sounded a warning about violence in
the populous eastern state after some 100,000
people fled clashes between rival ethnic groups.

Jonglei remains a volatile time bomb, with
increased violence likely among its heavily armed
communities. Rival groups in Jonglei have a
long history of raiding each another’s cattle, and
are quick to arm themselves to defend against
such raids.

Although the government carried out several
disarmament exercises in the state, weapons
_[are still widespread. This dates back to the civil
war of 1983-2005 when the Nuer tribe fought
under the White Army, a local militarised defence
unit set up to protect cattle and property. Fully
disarming communities which are used to
relying on weapons has proved difficult.
Meanwhile, many of these fighters are currently
SPLA soldiers and therefore protect their weapons
whenever a disarmament exercise is carried
out. In recent years, an underground culture has
emerged, whereby older South Sudanese hand
down guns to younger family members to ensure
their protection.

“I got my first gun from my uncle. I was back
from Uganda after the war had ended. He called
me before we went to bed and said ‘my son, you
have come to a dangerous country you must have
this gun, but make sure you use it well’,” said
Bongiri Jhon, a student.

Fear and anxiety in Jonglei has risen sharply
during the 2013 civil war, which heavily affected
the state, making locals even less likely to part
with their weapons.

The 2011 ethnic clashes ended when the
government deployed SPLA troops and the United
Nations sent 1,100 peacekeepers to new perma-
nent bases in the troubled area. But, to this day,
some communities continue to raid each other
and Jonglei remains a hotspot.
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2. Rebel attacks
on Mayom town

he South Sudan Liberation army (SSLA),

an armed rebel group that operates in the
Greater Upper Nile area, is another major threat
to peace in South Sudan. The SSLA’s biggest
attack, when rebels targeted Mayom town, killing
75 people, happened in the same year that South
Sudan finally gained independence. The group
has outlined its vision to fight against corruption,
underdevelopment and the domination of the
Sudan People’s Liberation Movement, South
Sudan’s ruling party, as well as the predominant
role of the Dinka ethnic group in most govern-
ment offices.

During the 2011 attack Deputy Head of
SSLM/A Bapiny Monytuil said its rebel troops
planned to move to other states once Unity State
is fully controlled. However, his rebel group
was later defeated by the SPLA and driven out
of Unity State into Sudan.

In April 2013 the South Sudanese govern-
ment granted an amnesty to SSLA fighters and
reported that 3,000 rebels had taken up the offer,
crossing the border from Sudan with around
100 armed vehicles. President Salva Kiir issued
a pardon to all SSLA fighters who handed their
weapons over to security forces.

But the violence entered a new chapter
following the 2013 civil war when many former
SSLA troops who had been assimilated into the
larger SPLA switched allegiances, instead linking
up with rebel factions loyal to Riek Machar.

Other former SSLA members have remained
silent and their whereabout is unknown. But
if South Sudan’s ruling party continues to be
dominated by one ethnic group it is highly possible
that the SSLA could resurface as a serious threat
to peace in South Sudan.

3. The Abyei conflict

byei’s rich oil reserves at the border between

the Sudans have long made the area a hub
of violence as the two countries struggle for
control of the valuable fields, especially Heglig.
Its border location has also led to conflicting
ethnic, cultural, and linguistic claims between
the two major groups, the Ngok Dinka and
the Misseriya nomadic herders, who hail from
northern Sudan and move with their animals
according to the season.

In the lead-up to South Sudan’s indepen-
dence, all eyes were trained on Abyei, amid
fears that disputes over its status would spark
a return to war.

In May 2011, two months ahead of South
Sudan’s independence day, these fears turned
into reality when a Sudan-backed militia and
the Sudan Armed Forces (SAF) troops invaded
the Abyei area, destroying civilian property
and displacing an estimated 110,000 Ngok Dinka
from their traditional homeland. The Sudanese
forces won control over the area but peace
talks between the two countries ensued to resolve
the conflict.

These negotiations collapsed in January
2012 amid disagreement over how oil revenues
should be shared between Sudan and South
Sudan. That spat led South Sudan to halt oil
production, prompting it to halve public spending
on most services and leaving its citizens with
serious hardships. In early January 2013, Sudanese
President Omar al-Bashir and South Sudanese
President Salva Kiir met but failed to reach
a final agreement on the future of Abyei.

In October 2013, Abyei residents voted over-
whelmingly to join South Sudan during an
unofficial referendum which was not generally
recognised. Sudan swiftly rejected the proposal,
saying that local government institutions must
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be established before any vote can take place.
They also argued that the unilateral ballot
ignored the eligibility of the nomadic Misseriya
tribesmen, a group who would likely vote to

be part of Sudan.

The topic remains highly loaded. For instance,
sacked Foreign Affairs Minister, Barnaba Marial
Benjamin came under attack recently after he
referred to people from Abyei as “Sudanese”, in
a letter to the United Nations human rights body,
according to the Sudan Tribune newspaper.

Many of the refugees who fled the 2011
violence are now returning to their former home
but Abyei’s final status is still unclear, meaning
it is likely to remain a tinder box for the foresee-
able future.

4. The 2013
civil war

outh Sudan was born amid great challenges.

Secession from Sudan marked a major
milestone and a fresh opportunity. But massive
state-corroding corruption, political instability
within the ruling party, the Sudan People’s
Liberation Movement, and persistent tensions
with Sudan over oil revenues left South Sudan
deeply vulnerable to renewed conflict.

Tensions came to a head in 2013. First,
President Salva Kiir, who hails from the Dinka
ethnic group, dismissed the then Vice President
Riek Machar, from the Nuer group, and the
rest of his cabinet in November 2013. The dismissal
followed Kiir’s decision to replace members
of the army and government following rumours
of a possible coup.

Tensions peaked when Kiir accused Machar
of plotting a coup in December 2013. The
accusations sparked a wave of aggression in
the country, where factions loyal to either Kiir
or Machar created a spiralling cycle of violence.

The clashes began to spread, with militia
groups carrying out attacks in villages and areas
known to be inhabited by either Dinka or Nuer.
Despite the peace deal inked August 2075,
violence continues in many regions.

5. Threats from
defiant SPLM-IO
generals

ommanders that broke off from rebel

leader Riek Machar earlier last year remain
another looming threat. The defected generals,
including Peter Gadet, Gathoth Gatkuoth and
Gabriel Changson Chang, were high ranking
rebel commanders in the SPLM/A-IO. They
denounced Riek Machar as their leader, claiming
that Machar wasn’t fighting for peace but rather
for his own position in the government.

Despite the 2015 peace deal signed in Ethiopia,
the commanders said they will go ahead with
plans to form a new movement that intends to
remove both Kiir and Machar from government.
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“By building
up a culture

of justice,

there would
have been

a chance of
stopping wars.”

.. timeswhatif

Steps that could have sparked a better outcome
for Sudan and South Sudan.

Comment by Zeinab M. Salih
Khartoum, Sudan

I. More time...

| t would have been good to stretch out the
transitional period in the Comprehensive

Peace Agreement (CPA) signed between Sudan

and the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement

(SPLM) in 2005. In reality it lasted just five

years, far too brief in the context of decades

of suffering.

That is especially true for the south, where
strife began before the independence from the
British occupation in 1955. The civil war erupted
a year before Sudan’s independence and claimed
the lives of more than two million people.
Millions more were displaced to neighbouring
countries or sought exile further afield. Most
of the victims were from South Sudan.

During peace negotiations in Kenya, John
Garang de Mabior, the SPLM’s former leader and
Sudan’s former Vice President, suggested that
the transitional period should be 12 years but

the National Congress Party (NCP) refused and
insisted on five years.

If more time had been made for the adjust-
ment to peace, there could have been awareness
programmes to introduce the people in the
north and the south to each other.

By getting to know each other better,
stereotypes and animosity would have been
reduced, which also would help avoid conflict
like the one in the oil-rich border area of Heglig
in 2012, when each side accused the other
of supporting rebels.

2. More justice...

M ore effort to bring about transitional
justice, focusing on accountability and
reconciliation, could have strengthened the
foundations of peace. By building up a culture
of justice and responsibility, there would have
been a chance of stopping bloodshed and wars,
for example, in Darfur, South Kordofan and
the Blue Nile.

During the Naivasha negotiations, the SPLM
mooted measures towards accountability and
reconciliation as part of the transitional justice,
similar to South Africa’s response to the end
of apartheid, or Morocco’s process after the death
of King Hassan II. However, this suggestion
was rejected by the Sudanese government.

3. If the ‘great man’
had lived...

hose believing in the so-called ‘great man

theory’ say the sudden death of John Garang
de Mabior, the charismatic Vice President of
Sudan, sewed the seeds of secession and sub-
sequent crises. Garang, who died in an un-
explained helicopter crash in 2005, supported
a united Sudan, where all citizens are equal.

Reflecting his popularity, when Garang

moved to Sudan, he was greeted by six million
people, according to SPLM statistics. Had he
lived, his wide-reaching respect and influence
could have helped rally citizens behind peace
to overcome volatile post-war tensions.

4. Solving sticking
points...

f more highly contentious issues had been
solved during the Naivasha negotiations,
history would have taken a less violent course.
For example, if decisions had been made on
border disputes, the Abyei issue, oil pipelines
and Sudan’s debts, there is a chance that the
Sudanese people could have remained unified,
averting the post-secession downward spiral.
For example, agreement on the oil issue alone
could have built bridges between the two sides,
helping them to remain united. After all, the
south can only export its oil through the north’s
generally flat terrain, as building new pipelines
via Kenya is prohibitively expensive. If both
sides could have agreed to work together on
set conditions, many lives would have been saved
during the Heglig escalation four years ago.
Similarly, a different handling of the contro-
versy surrounding Abyei, which is claimed by
Sudan and South Sudan, could have rewritten
history. It would have enabled the Misseriya and
the Dinka Ngok to coexist, rather than inflict
violence on one another.

5. Fewer guns...

f only neighbouring countries and the

international community had acted differ-
ently, the two Sudans would have had a better
chance of forging peace. If the international
community had stemmed the flow of arms
to the two sides, the conflicts might have been
averted or, at least, the death toll would have
been reduced.

An investigation by the Guardian newspaper
three years ago showed that the United Kingdom
provided military support to Sudan and and the
Democratic Republic of Congo through training
of military personnel from the two countries,
which were both in the grips of civil war.

A United Nations report published in August
2015, meanwhile, identified Israeli-made IWI-ACE
machine guns in South Sudan and an arms
deal between arms manufacturer Norinco and
the Ministry of Defense and Veterans in South
Sudan, signed amid the civil war in June 2014.
The deal included machine guns, bomb launch-
ers, general machine guns, pistols and highly-
explosive anti-tank rockets.

Similarly, the Small Arms Survey also
published a list of possible exporters of arms
to South Sudan in 2012, including Ukraine,
China, Russia and the United States. In 20038,
the non-profit organisation also detailed inter-
national arms exporters to Sudan, which included
Iran, China, Russia, Belarus, Turkey, Egypt,
Saudi Arabia, Germany, United Arab Emirates,
Italy and Kuwait and was based on Sudanese
reports sent to the U.N. Comtrade database
between 2001 and 2008. Therefore, it was not
surprising that Sudan came third among African
arms importing nations after Algeria and
Morocco, according to the according to the
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute’s
Arms Transfer Database for March 2015.

Ironically, the international community was
simultaneously pumping money into alleviating
the war’s devastating footprint in both countries
while also providing the weapons which
escalated the conflict.

At the end of the day, only when the flow
of arms to the conflict zone stops and peace and
justice are prioritized above profit and greed,
can the current turmoil be halted. Only then,
can people start talking about the capabilities
of Sudan and South Sudan to provide a decent
life for their citizens. As long as the current
situation continues, profiteering and selfishness
will remain the only principle respected by the
players involved.

o places
in focus

1. The Marco
Neighbourhood

Southerners have left, but the name remains.
The surprising story of one neighbourhood
in al-Qadarif.

by Gaafar Khidir
Al-Qadarif, Sudan

he Marco neighbourhood lies in the south-

east of al-Qadarif city, in eastern Sudan.
With at least 500 houses, the neighbourhood has
a church, a mosque, a coed school, a community
club, a public court and a health centre. It was
planned in 1999 and it has access to water and
electricity. Up until 2011, the neighbourhood’s
population, except for a small number of house-
holds, belonged to the southern Dinka, Shilluk,
and Nuer tribes. The southerners had seasonal
jobs, and some worked for the army or had
temporary work.

It was founded by an army soldier named
Marco Matit Kual, locally known as ‘Sultan
Marco’. A catholic from the Dinka Awal tribe,
Marco was a soldier with the southern Sudanese
separatist rebel movement (Anya-Nya) led by
Joseph Lagu. After the conclusion of the 1972
peace agreement, Marco became a fully fledged
member of Sudan’s Infantry Battallion 106.

He was later posted to the Transport Company,
then to the Artillery Battalion 319 of the fourth
Brigade at al-Qadarif.

Marco lived alone there in 1982, and his
cottage was said to have been burnt more than
once. He was later re-stationed to the south,
but returned to Marco neighbourhood in 1986
along with his small family, which soon expand-
ed because he married five other women. He
persuaded southerners from the neighbour-
hoods of ‘Salama Bey’, “Tadamon’, ‘Sadaqa’ and
‘Badouba’ to relocate and join him in the neigh-
bourhood. People from New Halfa and other
districts also moved there, swelling the size
of the settlement.

“A committee representing the inhabitants,
who hailed from Jonglei, Abyei and other
communities, later called the neighbourhood
‘Marco’,” said Agok Goun Ajing Akoi, the
Dinka Ngok Chief. “To celebrate the new name
in 1986, a white sheep was slaughtered as a
sign of respect.”

Later on, when strong gusts of winds afflicted
the area and snakes and scorpions posed a threat
to the new settlers, a similar ritual was per-
formed with the slaughter of a black and a white
sheep. “To solve the problem of the stormy
weather, the white sheep was first slaughtered
and people prayed: ‘O’ God! We are poor and
weak. We beseech thee to calm down these
winds,”” said Akoi. “Then, they killed the black
sheep, asking God to protect them from the
danger of scorpions and snakes. The gusty wind
soon calmed down and the impending threat
of snakes and scorpions disappeared.”

Sultan Marco took on the role of dealing with
his fellow citizens’ problems. He relieved many
northerners of their grievances and his popular
court became a sanctuary for the weak.

The Sultan, who wore traditional dress for
key events, was famed for sharing his people’s
happy and sad occasions, and he soon became
a member of al-Qadarif Municipality Council.
He was typically at the head of the Christmas
procession that circled the city.

When President Omar al-Bashir inaugurated
a new health centre in Marco neighbourhood
in the 1990s, Mutaz Mohamed Abdullah, a 30-
year-old trader was there, as young child. “The
Sultan performed a folkloric dance and al-Bashir
addressed him: ‘We have built a health centre
for you and we have not fallen short of our duties
towards you, Marco.” Meanwhile Marco was still
in the middle of the crowd, brandishing his spear

and chanting the slogans of peace,” Abdullah
recalled.

Marco, however, was arrested several times.
The ruling regime tried to persuade him to join
al-Bashir’s government. He, however, preferred
to distance himself from the ruling regime. He
was accused of working with the SPLM, some-
thing he repeatedly denied.

In the first half of the 199o0s, a scuffle broke
out at a harvest celebration. A shot was fired
and fortunately no one was hurt. After midnight,
however, a military unit arrived at the Marco
neighbourhood, sealed off the place, hurled
tear gas canisters, and fired gunshots, killing
two people and injuring many more. Sultan
Marco filed a complaint against the officer who
led the force.

Three hearings were held, but the accused
officer did not turn up, sending a colleague
to attend the proceedings. “In the final session,
the judge dismissed the case on the pretext
that the force had done its riot control duty,”
said Abdullah Mohamed Adam, a 50-year-old
sculptor. “When Sultan Marco objected, the
judge rebuked him and sent him out of the
courtroom.”

Adam added that Marco described the judge’s
verdict as racial discrimination. The elections
that followed the 1998 Constitution revealed
Marco’s political affiliation as an active supporter
of former President Gaafar Nimeiry, who had
previously signed the peace agreement.

“Sultan Marco was one of the most prominent
figures who received Nimeiry in al-Qadarif in
March 1999,” said Mohammed Osman Gallouj,
a leading figure in the Popular Workforce
Alliance. “Marco managed to mobilise huge
numbers of southerners at that reception.”

That event likely increased the authorities’
dissatisfaction with him, and led to his arrest
ahead of the election date. Marco did not live
long thereafter, dying at the turn of the millen-
nium amid rumours that he had been poisoned.

Soon after the separation of South Sudan,
most of the families living in Marco neigh-
bourhood hastily sold their houses for rock-
bottom prices. Nearly 40 families remained and
they have been joined by some families who
returned to the area after the war in South
Sudan. Neither group have Sudanese nationality
nor a national number, which leaves them
sidelined and stigmatised.

“The problem is that al-Bashir has said
South Sudanese citizens are our brothers, yet
no decision or law has been issued to support
that statement,” said Ramzi Yahya, a lawyer and
human rights activist. “The Sudanese Cabinet
considers South Sudanese citizens as refugees.
Thus, dealings with them remain unclear and
are subject to the politics and the current
relations between the two countries.”

South Sudanese now face the problem
of producing birth certificates for their children
aged under five, i.e., those born before the
separation. “Sudanese courts have stopped
issuing birth certificates for children aged 1-15
years,” said Yahya.

Some southerners did not complete property
ownership procedures for their land, and after
secession they lost their citizenship, making
it impossible for them to legalise their property.

With secession, South Sudanese have also
lost their right to medical treatment and health
insurance. They are often harassed while
travelling or cashing bank transfers. The service
card issued under an agreement between the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
and the government has failed to resolve the
major problems experienced by southerners
in Sudan. At the same time, the Marco neigh-
bourhood church faces expropriation attempts
which will likely deprive the residents of their
last place of worship.

Five years into secession, the demographics
of the Marco neighbourhood have changed.
Sudanese families have replaced southerners
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and the few South Sudanese who remain face
many obstacles in their day-to-day lives.
Abdullah Abdulgayyum, an SPLM leader,
said the 2005 Peace Agreement Celebrations
Committee was composed of members from
the National Congress Party (NCP) and the
SPLM. The NCP suggested changing the Marco
neighbourhood name to Al-Salam (meaning,
‘peace’), but that proposal was rejected by SPLM
representatives on the grounds that other
neighbourhoods like ‘Dim Noor’, ‘Dim Hamad’
and ‘Abkar Gibril’ have retained their names.
Eventually, however, the government did
switch it to al-Salam neighbourhood, but many
locals still use the old name. These days, Marco
himself is just a memory, most southerners
have moved away, but Mount Marco still stands
testament to the unique history of this place.

2. The University

How secession interrupted five students’ studies.

Interviews by Aisha al-Samany
Khartoum, Sudan

Saleh Yeng | University of Sudan
Education status: suspended bachelor’s degree
at the University of Sudan since 2012

“I initially paid my tuition fees of SGD 200 as
a Sudanese citizen and attended three semesters
out of six. I went to Juba to get a residency but
when [ went back to college, I had to pay tuition
fees in U.S. dollars as I am now considered a
foreign student. The fees were suddenly 4,800
U.S. dollars (equivalent to SDG 45,000). I could
not afford such high costs and suspended my
college education until my financial situation
improves or the conflict between the two
countries is resolved.

Both Sudan and South Sudan are witnessing
a severe economic crisis. There is no infrastructure
or human development in South Sudan and human
rights are deteriorating, especially those of children
and women. Sudan is also witnessing an economic
crisis due to the loss of oil to the south.”

Vivian John | Ahfad University for Women
Education status: perusing a master’s degree
in gender studies

“I graduated from Ahfad University for Women
with a diploma in rural development. Right now
I am completing a master’s degree in gender
studies there. Ahfad University was not affected
by the separation and we are still treated as
Sudanese students regarding tuition fees. At
first I was concerned because of the citizens who
called me a foreigner, especially off the university
campus. But I am safe here. All such concerns
quickly vanished after I completed my first year.
Then they just treated me as one of them.

The establishment of South Sudan created
a sense of a homeland for the southerners, but
the leaders of the south didn’t have a proper plan
to establish a state, meaning that people still
feel the lack of a state identity there. The south
rushed to separate health and education services
from Sudan. It would have been better to keep
these services unified until South Sudan was
more established. Both Sudan and South Sudan
are witnessing crises at all levels, especially
economically, due to the lack of cooperation
between the two countries.”

Abraham Ambor | Al-Neelain University
Education status: ongoing

“I kept studying at the al-Neelain University

after the separation. I was not treated as a foreign
student by the university administration nor

the students.

2016/7/4 5:13 PM‘ ‘



14 The Niles

“Even if

we have been
separated,
we are still
all Sudanese
in the end.”
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The people of Sudan and South Sudan were
not able to coexist peacefully. The war is still
raging in the two states. Their economies are
deteriorating against the rise in the exchange
rate and the crazily high commodity prices,
are accompanied by declining wages. There
is no infrastructure in South Sudan. Both states
should resolve their conflicts to bring peace
to the two peoples who were enormously affected
by the war.”

Malik Adil | University of Juba
Education status: transferred to another
university

“After the separation, my education course
changed completely. I was a freshman at the
University of Juba, Faculty of Law, when inde-
pendence was announced and the university
was transferred to Juba. I stayed in Juba for two
years, waiting to resume my study, but there
were no classes or professors available. I went
back to Sudan and applied for the Faculty of
Aviation Science and am currently paying the
tuition fees as a foreign student.

In terms of development, I could say both
countries failed to establish a real state. [ hope
that they unite again for a better and stronger
country and to stop the war which consumes them
both. South Sudan especially suffers health and
education problems due to the lack of qualified
personnel and the southern students still face
difficulties due to their treatment as foreigners.”

Winnie Michael | Ahfad University for Women
Education status: pursuing a master’s degree
in gender studies

“I did not face any problems at my university
but it was difficult to continue my studies as

the departure of my family to South Sudan was
difficult for me psychologically. I never imagined
that one day I would be treated as a foreigner

in my own country. Immediately after indepen-
dence, [ traveled with my family to South Sudan
and then returned to Sudan to continue my
studies. I faced some insults. Once I heard some
citizens remark, ‘the monkeys have returned’.
Other people asked me, ‘why did you come back
after demanding your separation’?

Sudan and South Sudan should have helped
each other during the past five years, especially
in education and health. They should have
drawn up trade agreements as both are currently
witnessing devastating economic crises. The
two countries complement each other and we
need to build up a strong relationship with each
other. Even if we have been separated, we are
still all Sudanese in the end.”

3. Favourite South
Sudanese haunts
in Khartoum

Five spots in central Khartoum have long been
magnets for the South Sudanese community, and
they are still buzzing five years after independence.

by Hadia Elias
Khartoum, Sudan

he five top meeting places of South Sudanese

in Khartoum highlight a long history of north-

south ties. Except for the period between the
1970s and 1990s, these locations, including the
bustling Naivasha Market, have attracted large
numbers of South Sudanese, especially following
the 2005 Comprehensive Peace Agreement.

Even after the Sudans’ division, they remain
important gathering points for southerners and
a focal point for the community.

1. Comboni College (CCK)

The CCK is located on the western side of
al-Qasr Street, about 200 metres north of the
Khartoum University medical centre and Khartoum
railway station, between 21 October Street to

the south and Sheikh Mustafa Al-Amin Street

to the north.

It was built in memory of the Italian mission-
ary St. Daniele Comboni, who died in Sudan and
was buried in Khartoum in 1881. His followers
constructed this monument in 1929. At the
beginning, the building served as a school to
train Christian religion school teachers. Over
time, it began to house schools and colleges.
Today, it contains primary and secondary schools,
as well as language and computer colleges
and institutes.

Father Jorge Naranjo, Dean of the University
College Comboni, says the history of this com-
pound began with secondary schools, with primary
schools added from 1951, and finally the Uni-
versity College in 2001. “South Sudanese were
involved with this facility since its establishment,”
he said. “The committee formed to establish
the Comboni Schools in 1928 included three
southerners who were monks in the Archbishop-
ric of the Catholic Church Diocese in Sudan.
This relationship continues up to now.”

CCK has a number of branches spread
across Khartoum and in some other Sudanese
states. During the wars and widespread dis-
placements, the numbers of southern students
at the institution peaked.

“Comboni provided a sanctuary for us. Even
people who did not study there, would visit,”
said Mr. Peter Adao, explaining that the nature
of the religious institution “added a bit of
tranquility in the souls of the Southerners
coming from the scourge of wars.”

Peter, who works for a Khartoum-based
company, added that church support and,
in particular, its good scholarships attracted
many southerners to the CCK. As it has long
been a spiritual and educational centre for
southerners in Khartoum, he said it is not
surprising that they are considering moving
the institution to Juba.

2. Cathedral of St Matthew

Overlooking the Nile at the end of Al-Mek Nimir
Avenue in Khartoum, this church was con-
structed by a number of Italian monks in roughly
1930. They were likely fellow monks of those
who founded the Comboni schools. It now
represents the top authority of Catholics in Sudan.

Priest Vaolino Deo said the large church was
a magnet for southerners, a place to recall rites
of passage and mark official occasions. “A large
number of families often attend prayers and
feasts here,” he said.

Chol Deng, a southerner who regularly attends
the sermons, said the church’s key role was
thanks to “its unique location in the centre of the
capital and at the crossroads of its three cities”.

As well as religious services, the church hosts
weddings, social activities and cultural events like
theatre performances and more. It encourages
the development of strong cultural and social ties
among the South Sudanese community.

3. Comboni grounds

The CCK recreation area is located in Sayed
Abdel Rahman Street, about 100 metres north
of Khartoum hospital. There are football,
volleyball, and basketball pitches and swimming
pools. As well as male supervisors for male
athletes, there are female supervisors to train
the female students.

Father Jorge outlined the area’s long history:
“It was bought from the Sudanese government
after the first secondary school was established.
The first pitches date back to 1936.”

The facility has always been a favourite spot
among young southerners. As well as academic

events, it has hosted a multitude of festivals
and celebrations.

4, Al-Sultan al-Shami restaurant and cafeteria

This spot has been called al-Sultan al-Shami
since 2001 and before then it was known as
Victoria Hotel, Restaurant and Bar. It overlooks
al-Qasr Street (previously Victoria Street) and
stands, pride of place, just 200 metres south
of the Republican Palace.

Victoria hotel was founded by a Coptic
Sudanese named Tadros Abdel Massih in the
1940s, or maybe even earlier. Initially, it attracted
a small number of southerners, mostly senior
staff and prominent figures in the 1960s and
19770s. After the Comprehensive Peace Agreement
was inked in 2005, a far greater number of
southerners flocked to the place in its new guise
as al-Sultan al-Shami restaurant and cafeteria.

It was popular because it was near the CCK and
other favourite locations of the southerners,
plus it was near the station.

Intellectuals and students from the south
represent the lion’s share of the restaurant
customers, in addition to business people,
because of its proximity to the banks and the
shops of downtown Khartoum.

5. Naivasha Market

This busy market dates from the 1960s when

it took over from a row of colonial-era shops
known as Frangi Market. It is located in el-Gam-
huriya Avenue in Khartoum and was founded
by Sudanese Copts and some Europeans during
the English rule.

The market included famous goldsmith shops,
international clothing and footwear franchises,
and also leading law firms.

The southerners began to frequent the market
in the 1970s, during the Nimediri era, after the
Addis Ababa Agreement was signed with the
Anyanya Movement, led by Joseph Lagu.

Frangi Market was renamed in 2005 to
Naivasha Market, following the signing of the
CPA. Back then, a feeling of relief prevailed
among the southern community, especially after
John Garang’s visit to Khartoum.

Notably, southerners work side by side with
northerners in the Naivasha Market. Southerners
report they do not feel any sense of discrimina-
tion or racism there, even after secession in 2011.

But the division of the Sudans did prompt
the return of a considerable number of southern-
ers to their native country. Even so, today, South
Sudanese are still in the majority in the market
place, which also attracts a large number of
Sudanese, not least because of its wide selection
of international brand names.

4. The Football
Stadium

The status of South Sudanese players on the
pitches in Sudan is still up in the air.

by Hassan Faroog
Khartoum, Sudan

ack when secession was announced,
Khartoum national team leader Salah
al-Amir said he couldn’t ever imagine his friends
and teammates becoming foreigners overnight.
Al-Amir sharply criticized politicians, dubbing
secession a politicians’ game which he did not
want any part of. He added that the southerner
Richard Justin, a defensive midfielder, would
continue to be his close friend and brother,
regardless of politicians’ wrangling.
But five years after he uttered those words,
a lot of water has passed under the bridge.

A number of Sudanese football clubs con-
tinued to label South Sudanese players as national
team members, refusing to change their ID
to give them a ‘foreigner’ status. They relied
on pre-separation legal provisions as a loophole
to allow them to contract South Sudanese players
as nationals. This is how South Sudanese football
players were the last to be subjected to the
citizenship laws.

By the end of the contracting period, foot-
ballers from the south had been deprived of
Sudanese citizenship. But because sports clubs
in Sudan have a particular arrangement with
politics, they try to maintain their players’
citizenship through naturalisation, rather than
reporting them as foreign players.

Al-Hilal Club managed to grant its player
Atir Thomas Sudanese nationality through
naturalization, making him the first South
Sudanese citizen, not just football player, to
become Sudanese after separation.

This illustrated the special role of the sports
sector: Officials have repeatedly claimed that the
naturalisation process is too difficult for South
Sudanese to undertake.

Jum’a Genaro, the goalkeeper of al-Hilal
Club, faced a daunting prospect when his contract
expired. His club wanted to extend his time at
the team, but because he was now considered
a “foreign player” rather than “national player”,
he was unable to continue.

By claiming that Genaro comes from the
Abyei area, which is claimed by South Sudan
and Sudan, al-Hilal then tried to sidestep the
problem. However, the Sudan Football Associa-
tion (SFA) rejected this after it found out
that he does not hail from the region. Finally,
the al-Hilal Club resorted to the naturalisation
option. Genaro was registered in Cooper Club
team, a first-class club and he was then seconded
to al-Hilal.

But the team was not unusual in trying to
play the Abyei card to secure its player’s future.
For five years now, the border territory of Abyei
has been fiercely disputed by the two countries.
A number of Sudanese clubs have sought to
recruit players from South Sudan using the
provisions of the SFA bylaws, which consider
Abyei players as nationals.

A great many players have already been
recruited via this legal loophole, but recently
there has been an influx of complaints that
some of those players come from elsewhere
in South Sudan. Amid the recent furore, the
SFA faced tough questions about the registration
of al-Hilal Kadougli player Tong Touk and the
al-Merreikh player Alok Akij.

This back and forth has overshadowed the
season. The SFA has now blocked the participa-
tion of those registered as belonging to Abyei,
unless they have a national ID number confirm-
ing their origins.

That SFA decision has affected both con-
tracted and new South Sudanese players. The
biggest loser was al-Merreikh Sporting Club
which saw four of its players were blocked from
participation: Wall Luak, Aguer Joseph, Zacharia
Nacio, and goalkeeper Elias who moved to South
Sudan after his difficulties in the north.

And today, only a handful remain. Mo'men
Watar, is registered as a foreign player, Dominik
Aboy still plays for the Khartoum National Team
and Watak Lual is part of the al-Ahly Shendi
squad. All three still manage to play despite their
“foreign player” label.

But the future remains uncertain for many.
Tong Tok, a al-Hilal Kadougli player, and Alok
Akij, who has moved to al-Merreikh, have been
excluded from the pitch.

Over the past five years, a number of high-
profile players have returned to South Sudan
to join southern clubs. Among them was Richard
Justin, who played for the national team before
separation, as well as playing for al-Hilal,
al-Merreikh and Khartoum National Team.

He is now on the al-Nasser team.

“Sudanese
football clubs
continued to
label South
Sudanese
players as
national team
members.”

Dida, former goalkeeper of the al-Nusoor
team also returned to Malakia and Katour. The
famous player James Joseph who played for the
national team, as well as al-Hilal and al-Merreikh,
has moved on to play in India.

Jimmy Natalie, a former al-Merreikh player
is now on the squad of al-Hilal Juba. Khamis
Martin, another ex al-Merreikh player is now
signed up by Itlaa Barra. Jimmy Mandela played
for Momote team after returning home and now
he has now moved to Egypt.

And given the ongoing uncertainty and
complex bureaucracy, the outward flow of football
talent is likely to continue.

5. Terekeka State:
The land of five lakes

The potential and problems of South Sudan’s
new lake-filled state.

by Akim Mugisa
Juba, South Sudan

A three-hour drive along more than 50 miles
of bumpy roads north of the South Sudanese
capital Juba takes you into the heart of Terekeka
State, home to the Mundari, one of South Sudan’s
64 ethnic groups.

Mundaris are predominantly cattle keepers
but also practice small scale agriculture and
fishing in The Nile that meanders through their
land on its way to Jonglei State.

Terekeka is one of the additional 18 adminis-
trative states controversially added by President
Salva Kiir Mayardit in 2015, boosting the total
number of states from 10 to 28. Former Gover-
nor, Juma Ali Malou, heads the new state, which
is home to around 140,000 people, according
to a disputed 2008 census.

Unusually its swathes of land, which cover
just over 10,000 square kilometres, includes
five natural lakes, Muni, Jor, Bayak, Jolori and
Juarin. This means Terekeka, which translates
as “forgotten” in the local dialect, is considered
unique.

According to locals, the water level reduces
during the dry season and rises with the flow

of seasonal streams and tributaries of The Nile
when it rains.

As early as 7:30am, women, men and child-
ren congregate at the river bank with big baskets,
plastic basins and polythene sacks as canoes
trickle in from down and upstream.

Fishermen admiringly check their catch
from the nets they laid in the slow-flowing river
overnight.

The water is home to a wide range of fish,
including the popular Nile Perch (Lates niloticus),
Tilapia (Oreochromis niloticus), the Cat-
and Mudfish. Some weigh around five kilos
each and jump and wriggle in the wooden
canoes, opening and closing their gills to catch
a last breath.

“I am not selling. All this fish is already
booked. It is going to Juba,” one of the fishermen
shouts at a group surging towards his canoe
on arrival.

He squints his eyes, trying to fight back
a thick cloud of smoke from a burning roll of
tobacco at the corner of his lips as he sorts the
fish into different sizes and species.

The waiting group rushes towards every
canoe that comes ashore. There are scuffles
as restaurant owners struggle to source enough
fish to feature it on their day’s menu.

“Kine somot akwe, Kine somot akwe,” or,
this is my fish, this is my fish, insists a middle-
aged woman who owns a local restaurant.

The fresh fish, stored in the polythene sacks,
big baskets and wooden boxes, is loaded onto
small pickup vehicles heading to Juba and local
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markets within the state. Some is consumed
fresh while the rest is preserved by smoking and
drying in traditional kilns.

Authorities and traders say Terekeka is the
major producer of fish locally. As well as exporting
to Juba, its fish is also transported to Bor in the
neighbouring Jonglei State.

There is stiff competition among the fresh
fish importers in their refrigerated trucks. At
Customs fish market, a businesswoman who
declines to be named says she no longer imports
dry fish from Uganda due to the economic
crisis and has resorted to buying her supplies
from Terekeka.

Next to the woman is a stall which charges
100 SSP, or 3.30 U.S. dollars, for a kilogram
of fresh fish, just 20 SSP less than a kilogram
of meat from the nearby butchers’ stand.

Sometimes traders face losses due to delayed
deliveries because of poor roads, especially
during the rainy season.

Richard Khamis, the Director for Commerce,
Industry, Mining and Investment, says the
fishing industry, although it is not well estab-
lished, is a leading source of income for locals.

Khamis explains that fishermen use small
nets and traditional hooks but are able to main-
tain a steady supply for Juba’s major markets
of Konyokonyo, Gudele, Munuki, Jebel, Customs
and Sherikat, among others.

“If we can get somebody to invest in the
industry, he will buy from all the fishermen
and transport the fish to Juba,” says the official,
adding that over time, he expects the fishing
activities will be regulated and monitored.

That would enable authorities to track how
much fish was harvested and exported within
and beyond the state, Khamis says. He is optimistic
that fishing would emerge as one of the top
income earners for the state, once it implements
levies on fishing canoes and traders.

Revenue collection from the sector, however,
remains meagre as traders only pay low taxes

at road checkpoints and market dues in Juba.

According to the director, Terekeka State
lies in the oil belt and there are visible signs
of floating oil on the lakes, suggesting potential
opportunities for crude oil exploration.

However, fishing is not as widespread as it
could be, according to the former State Minister
for Information, Broadcasting, Tourism and
Antiquities, Modi Lomindi Ajuangich. He says
the Mundaris, a pastoralist community, focus
on their cattle while fishing is often disparaged.

The impact of these cultural attitudes was
confirmed on a recent trip by a The Niles corres-
pondent to Bayak, one of the five lakes in the
area, which had very few fishermen compared
with the Nile. The lake was calm and practically
empty with a lone fishing canoe visible in the
far distance. A heap of two-inch fishing nets lay
nearby, looking abandoned.

At slightly after 3:00 pm, rays of sun
bounced on the water surface and a multitude
of bird species flew across the lake, some-
times ducking into the water to feed. Fish
of varying sizes jumped to catch dragon flies
above the water surface.

A straight line of floating objects revealed the
position of a long stretch of nets that lay in wait.
“You see. No people are fishing at such a time.
Our people have a lot of pride in cows and look
at those who fish as a poorer class,” explains Modi.

He adds that the sector will be developed
by authorities in the future, through sensitization
and training on poverty alleviation initiatives.
The state official stresses that the water bodies
should be used to boost tourism, once infrastruc-
ture is built up. The lakes are also useful for
local agriculture in the area, through the provision
of water for irrigation and domestic animals.

But right now the authorities” aspirations
for these natural resources remain on the drawing
board. Progress can can only be made if the
poor road network is improved to ease transport
and to link “forgotten” Terekeka to the rest of
the country.
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pounds
over five
years

The troubled economies of Sudan
and South Sudan
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How far will five
South Sudanese Pounds
go in Juba?

by Ochan Hannington
Kampala, Uganda

F ollowing rebel leader Riek Machar’s return
to Juba to join the government of national
unity, there are early signs that South Sudan’s
deep economic hardships are starting to ease.

There is urgent need to improve South Sudan’s
tattered economy after more than two years
of civil war, which effectively unwound tentative
post-independence development.

In 2011, South Sudan’s oil stocks set it in
good stead to develop economically. However,
amid the civil war, oil production has halved
and widespread fighting has sent the South
Sudanese pound (SSP) into free fall, plummeting
90 percent and making vital imports practically
unaffordable for most citizens.

But now experts see evidence of stabilisation.
“Already, the SSP has gained against the dollar
in April when news broke about Dr. Riek coming
to Juba,” said James Alic Garang, a senior econo-
mist at Ebony Center who formed part of the team
assessing South Sudan’s recently approved bid
to join the East African Community (EAC).

On April 23, one U.S. dollar sold for SSP 30
amid expectations that Machar would return. It
had gained strength sharply, up from around
SSP 43 per U.S. dollar about three weeks earlier.

Garang said that, although it may take time,
he hoped calm would come back to to boost
confidence and convince investors to return
to the country, a vital next step if its economy
is to recover.

South Sudan’s problems were exacerbated
Dby the fact that oil production, which accounts
for about 98 percent of the economy, tumbled
as oil fields were cut off by fighting and transport
was impeded.

Throughout the conflict, South Sudan’s
markets were practically empty, hiking demand,
and prices, of basics items across the country.
This burdened civilians like Mama Kuku, a
housewife and mother of six, who lives in Juba.

As fighting raged, she said she constantly
struggled to get enough food for everyone in her
house. Whereas she used to spend five pounds
for her family’s lunch, recently inflated prices
have left her stranded. “Now 50 SSP is nothing
for us! Not even enough for breakfast,” she said.

She added that these days lunch would now
cost more than SSP 100.

During the conflict, while prices skyrocketed,
many goods were completely out of stock. For
example, on several occasions motorists were forced
to sleep in their cars in queues as long as 6oo
metres, waiting to buy fuel at petrol stations across
the country. At times it takes days, or even more
than a week, before fuel is accessible to civilians.

And Mama Kuku still frets about the future
of her family. She says the future looks bleak,

a perspective economists say is realistic, unless
the government of national unity manages to
steer the country along a calmer path.

And what do you get in
Khartoum for five pounds?

by Adam Mohamad Ahmed
Khartoum, Sudan

F ive years ago, five Sudanese pounds would
get you a long way, even covering the basic
costs of living.

A university student, for example, living in
the suburbs would take a five pound note from

his parents to cover his daily expenses. One
pound would pay for travel to and from the most
far-flung suburb to Khartoum centre. He would
get some breakfast at the university canteen,
usually taking the “sharing” option, where a
number of students eat from a big plate of Fatteh
(bread soaked in beans, with olive oil, onion,
garlic and cheese).

Five years ago, five pounds would get you
30 loaves of bread (enough to feed an extended
family for two days). Today, you would walk away
with just 10 loaves — and loaf size and weight has
dropped considerably over the past five years.

Today, five pounds can only get you two cups
of tea — or one cup of milk tea.

“I only use the SDG 5 note as small change,
today it has no value,” said Omar Ali, a shop-
keeper in downtown Khartoum. He explains that
it would buy a small tin of water (which cost
50 piasters in 2011) and a medium sized cake
(which cost 2-30 piasters in 2011).

Five years ago, a five pound note was worth
two U.S. dollars but it has sharply weakened and
is now worth less than a quarter of a dollar.

Sorghum, maize, rice,
red beans and bread

Prices of South Sudan’s five key foods have
soared over the past five years.

by Esther Muwombi
Kampala, Uganda

hen South Sudan became independent

in 2011 an estimated 900,000 people
faced food shortages. But fast forward five years
and it is estimated that some 5.3 million will lack
enough food this year, according to the United
Nations World Food Programme.

“Internal food security analysis shows that
South Sudan will face the most severe lean
season in 2016 since its independence, driven
by insecurity, poor harvests, and displacement
in some areas of the country,” according to a WFP
report published in May, which specified that
the lean season runs from March to September.

Since 2013, the provision of basics has been
impeded by conflict and weaker crop production
as people flee their lands to escape violence.
The 2013 civil war disrupted key transport routes
and depressed an already weak economy.

The World Food Programme has warned
that if peace does not take hold, many people
will become increasingly vulnerable, face food
shortages and even famine.

Food provision hinges on the faltering
progress towards peace. At the beginning
of April, food prices ticked lower as the South
Sudan pound regained some ground against
the U.S. dollar. The black market rate stood
at one U.S. dollar to SSP 30 — a significant shift
from the past one-and-a-half-month trend of
one U.S. dollar to SSP 45.

But the World Food Programme said it
expected an increased reliance on costly import-
ed foods for the better part of 2016. Cross border
supplies of cereals from Sudan to northern
markets is expected to be depressed due to crop
failures and low production surpluses antici-
pated for the 2015/16 harvest period in the Greater
Darfur region and West and South Kordofan.

A glance at how South Sudan’s five staple
foods fared over the past five years shows at
a glance why so many citizens, who often earn
as little as SSP 6o per day, are worried about
where their next meal will come from.

Sorghum
Prices of sorghum, a cereal crop which is a

staple in South Sudan, are starting to dip in local
currency terms across the country. But prices

in Juba, for example, have been sharply inflated
by the conflict. The price of white sorghum in
Juba is now at SSP 30, more than twice its price-
tag in November and December, making it hard
for many families to be able to afford to make
Kisira, a typical dish.

Beans

Last December, most South Sudanese markets
sold red beans, known as janjaro, at an average
price of SSP 40 per kilogram, more than double
the price of two months earlier. Bean prices were
highest in parts of South Sudan facing the most
insecurity, which disrupted markets, transporta-
tion and farming activities. Prices continued
rising in March this year, due to low supply and
high transportation costs. Yida and Juba reported
the highest prices, which spiked as high as SSP
65 per kilogram.

Rice

Back in 2011 when South Sudan became inde-
pendent, rice sold for just SSP 5 per kilo and
prices stayed at SSP 7 in 2012. The onset of the
civil war sparked dramatically inflated prices,
pushing them to a peak of SSP 8o per kilo last
year. This year prices have eased slightly to SSP
6o per kilogram.

Bread (Eshi)

Shortly after independence, you could buy five
loaves of bread, known as Eshi, for just SDG 1.
But prices jumped sharply following the outbreak
of the civil war, which interfered with agriculture
and trade. It is now selling at SSP 5 for a small
loaf. Eshi is one of South Sudan’s key foods
and small loaves of bread made from wheat are
usually served with beans or beef. For a satis-
fying family meal, one needs 3-4 loafs of Eshi,
pushing the meal price to SSP 20, even without
the soup.

Maize

In 2015, white maize prices in most markets
were around SSP 30, generally double the
level of 2014. In 2011 after independence was
declared, a malwa of maize sold at SSP 5.
This year, prices have eased slightly in many
markets, except for Rumbek, where they have
spiked to new highs, with white maize costing
SSP s51. Non-conflict areas have ample supply
of maize flour from Uganda flooding their
markets, but they retail at extremely high prices,
putting them out of reach for most South
Sudanese citizens.

“Business is better
in Khartoum”

Bile Sokhen, a South Sudanese film producer and
owner of a media production company in Khartoum,
outlines his five reasons for staying put in Sudan.

Interview by Mohamed Hilali
Khartoum, Sudan

““  First, I was born here in Khartoum.

Second, I cannot imagine myself living
somewhere else.

Third, in regard to my work, I am known
here, I have a name and I am famous. I do
not think I am going to have these privileges
in South Sudan.

Fourth, my friends and acquaintances,
the closest people to me, are here in Khartoum.
I cannot do without them.

Fifth, the situation in the south is unstable
and so I am not feeling encouraged to go and
live there.”

Cattle, camels and other animal
livestock have been used as currencies

in what are now Sudan and South Sudan

from time immemorial.

Five Piasters:

General Charles Gordon issued these
vouchers during the siege of Khartoum
by the Mahdist insurgents in 1884.

Five Sudanese Pounds, 1955:
These notes were designed in the
months before independence and
never issued.

Knife Money:
This valuable tool wa

Five Qirsh:

After the victory over the Turkiya
colonisers, the indigenous Mahdist
regime (188five-1898) minted its

own coins.

Five Millimes, 1956:

This design stayed the same under
various parliamentary and military

regimes until 1972.

of exchange during pre-modern times
throughout the region.

Maria Theressa Thaler:

The Austrian silver dollar - aka “Father
of the Bird” - was widely used from the
early 19th to the mid-20th century.

S acommon means

Five East Africa Cents, 1937:

After the re-conquest in 1899, the
Anglo-Egyptian Condominium promoted
various currencies.

Five Pounds, 1956:
This design stayed the same under

of 1969.

various regimes until the May Revolution
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Five Milliem:
The Ottoman Lira was introduced by the
Egyptian-Turkish invaders after 1844.

Five Sudanese Piastres, 1940:

As Fascist Italy failed to conquer
Sudan during WWII, these notes were
never issued.

Five Pounds, 1970:
This design from the early times of
Jafar Nimeri's regime stayed the same

for 10 years. @

Five Millimes, 1972:

This coin was designed to emphasize
the Pan-Arab ideology of the early
Nimeri regime.

AA 0000080
Kt

Five New Sudan Pounds, 2002:

This currency was launched by the
rebel Sudan People’s Liberation Army/
Movement (SPLA/M).

Five Sudanese Pounds, 1981:
This design reflected the unprecedented
cult of personality introduced by dictator

G

Five Sudanese Pounds, 1985:

Nimeri was toppled by the April popular

Nimeri who turned to Islamism. uprising.

AA 0000080

Five Sudanese Pounds, 2007:
This design was introduced after the
2005 Comprehensive Peace Agreement

(CPA) with the SPLA.

Five “Darfur Sultanate” Dinars, 2008:
A U.S. citizen minted this fake coin,
reflecting international controversy
around the Darfur conflict.

Cash or cow?

The history of five pounds

This design was introduced after dictator

Five Dinars, 1993:
This design was introduced after the
1989 “Ingaz” Islamist military take-over.

Five South Sudan Pounds, 2011:

The currency was introduced a week
after the independence of South Sudan,
replacing the Sudanese Pound at par.
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During the war in December 2014, The Niles
correspondent Fatma Gazali spent five days
covering a Sudan People’s Liberation Movement/
Army in Opposition (SPLM/A-10) conference
where the rebel organisation weighed up the
pros and cons of war, despite ongoing peace talks.

by Fatma Gazali
Khartoum, Sudan

he road to Pagak was far from straight forward. Tensions

were running high as President Salva Kiir Mayardit, Riek Machar
Teny’s rival, was trying to capture the rebel-held area. Pagak

is considered Machar’s second political capital after Nasir, the
stronghold of his movement.

En route I argued with myself about the wisdom and risks
of the trip, envisaging getting caught in clashes. I was only
finally saved from my fear by a great tiredness.

I undertook the journey with some trepidation. I'd heard
stories of the area’s poverty and I knew my reporting would
be hindered by the fact I cannot speak Nuer or the local langu-
ages spoken in the region.

From Gambela to Pagak

On the morning of December 5, 2014, I set off. First I
travelled from Addis Ababa to Gambela, on the border between
South Sudan and Ethiopia, and then on to Pagak. Although
Gambela belongs to Ethiopia, it feels very South Sudanese,
as the majority of its population are members of the Nuer tribe.

The city was a part of a deal during the rule of former
Sudanese President Ibrahim Abboud, in which Sudan gave
Gambela to Ethiopia in return for Kassala.

The road from Gambela to Pagak was lined with tents
of refugees fleeing from violence in South Sudan.

Most opposition leaders heading towards Pagak had already
gathered in Gambela, including Edward Lino, the Sudan
People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) former security chief.
He is known as one of the most dangerous figures, knowledgable
of the most minute details of SPLM inner workings.

In addition, people attended who were not originally mem-
bers of the SPLM, but who joined up with the opposition later.

At r:00 pm, we left Gambela, guarded by a number of
military personnel amid tight security. The road was not safe,
in fact an attack by the government was very much expected.
After all, thwarting Machar’s conference plans would have gone
down as a big win for the government forces.

Therefore, Machar’s forces were on red alert. Strong military
turnout of the “‘White Army’, loyal to Machar, surrounded Pagak
and the neighbouring villages. In this highly charged atmosphere,
supporters gathered to welcome their leaders.

Typical of Sudanese and South Sudanese celebrations, cows
were slaughtered amid singing and dancing. Peace songs were
sung alongside verses praising the Nuer’s courage and pledging
support for their leaders.

At 3:00 pm, we entered Pagak where most of the movement’s
leaders and senior representatives, were thoroughly checked.
Most of those accompanying Machar, whether men or women,
were questioned.

Machar’s arrival was a tense affair, not least because the site
was only two hours away from Salva Kiir’s forces.

The area was teeming with heavily-armed people in military
uniforms. Their eyes darted around, full of suspicion and
questions. Although they knew people would travel there from
across South Sudan and abroad, the military mood dominated.

Pagak was no different from any military-ruled area. Soldiers
strolled down the streets and military vehicles homed in on
the town’s market, since such places were often used by spies
to relay their findings.

I realised I was not safe to wander aimlessly, so I tried to
stroll accompanied by people speaking the local language, Nuer
in this case.

I moved around between my place of residence at Adventist
Development and Relief Agency, Machar’s house, the market
and the conference headquarters. I was with fellow journalists
and some young members of the SPLM-IO.

Thousands of metres away from Machar’s house, a man
in civilian clothes checked the bags of people heading for the
house. Before we reached the gate, I spotted a number of
Machar’s heavily-armed soldiers.

At the gate, security was boosted even further, overseen
by security people whose faces were more menacing than their
weapons. Entering the house was only possible with an appoint-
ment, a good reason, or if you were allowed in by Angelina
Teny, wife of Riek Machar or other members of his office’s staff.

The country’s long culture of war was to blame for the
intense security, as leaders lived under perpetual fear of assassi-
nation attempts. The ghost of war loomed even when there
was no more fighting. Even now, soldiers never feel very far
from the daily life in the bush. Security only eased slightly when
Machar grew tired of it and gave directives to relax controls.

People from the Sudans love to be around their leaders
and they exploit any opportunity to meet and talk to them. Machar
was no exception to this trend and spent hours in unofficial
sittings or meeting individuals.

Machar welcomed his visitors warmly, smiling and joking.
Despite the guards, his house was vibrant and full of guests.

It was hard to believe that this was the same man who led “the
Bor Massacre” of 1991, when Nuer fighters loyal to him killed

at least 2,000 civilians from the rival Dinka tribe, of which late
John Garang was a member. Machar apologised for ordering

the massacre in 2011, but the memory of the ‘betrayal’ as Garang
termed it remains large in the minds of the Dinka Bor.

Machar’s wife, Angelina Teny, referred to as Mama
Angelina, is a politician and member of the security committee.
During the conference, she played both the traditional role
of wife, providing food and welcoming guests, and that of
a shrewd politician.

Her strong character helped her operate in a society which
sanctifies men. Her status was clear although some people
objected to the fact she wanted to know the details of everything
communicated to Machar.

She stood against Taban Deng as an independent candidate
in the elections for the Unity State Governor position, despite
that rivalry, she sat next to him during the conference. She
knows that in politics, there is no such thing as a permanent
adversity nor a permanent friendship.

The arrival of a large number of people to a small poverty-
stricken area such as Pagak, which depends on Ethiopia for
basic imports, shook up local commerce. With the influx of new
faces, the prices of food rose. The cost of a small water bottle
more than doubled from 10 to 25 Ethiopian birr and meal prices
jumped too.

There was only one licensed restaurant owned by an Ethio-
pian woman but many town’s people transformed simple straw-
built houses into restaurants and coffee shops.

People complained that there was high demand on their
extremely weak services. But the event also boosted the daily
income of the area’s population, with most new arrivals heading
to the market for entertainment or to relieve boredom.

Pagak was clearly a neglected area, lacking basic services
and infrastructure. At the same time it was also highly militarised,
having formed a crossing point in the war against Sudan.

But its history of hosting the armed struggle did not enhance
Pagak’s status in the eyes of the SPLM once the peace agreement
was signed and independence was gained. The harsh living
conditions prevail to this day.

Machar made Pagak, home to a single tribe, the Nuer,
his second capital after Nasir. There locals waited and prepared
for the start of the conference, burning fires all day to provide
reliable meals.

Kabkabi with rice and stock, and rice with fish are the
most common dishes in the area. Those attending the confer-
ence tucked into dates, peanuts and biscuits. Some visitors
complained of the rudimentary conditions: One sole pump
was the main source of water in the settlement which generally
lacks running water and electricity.

Nighttimes were scary as the only light was a weak source

emanating from the headquarters of the African Relief Organisa-

tion which used power generators from 77:00 am to 10:00 pm.
After that, we were plunged into pitch black until dawn.

The best-equipped buildings belonged to non-governmental
organisations and had internet connection for a few minutes
every day. Machar’s house was built of straw. Everyone got used
to the conditions, including those who arrived from Europe,
the United States, Australia, Eastern Africa and Khartoum.

The conference starts

Amid huge military crowds of the SPLA/M-IO and the
White Army, the conference of the armed opposition started
on December &, 2014. It only kicked off once all the military
rulers and field military leaders arrived, meaning they could
reach a unified position. This was important following rumours
that some military leaders would not participate as they did
not want peace.

These internal divisions delayed the conference for
five days until the last military delegation arrived from the
liberated areas.

Strict security measures were in place around the conference
location, held not far from Machar’s house. Before the conference
started, the White Army held a parade to show it was prepared
to protect the town and the conference participants. The forces
surrounding Pagak were estimated to be 5,000 strong, including
the White Army and the SPLA-IO.

The town’s people turned up in the early morning to prepare
for the conference. Led by clergymen and nuns, they performed
rituals and recitations from the bible, a practice they continued
until the conference got underway.

Among those attending were Machar’s loyalists, representa-
tives of the Intergovernmental Authority on Development
(IGAD) and some foreigners including me, the only journalist
to attend the conference from beginning to end.

Nuer rituals

The opening session of the five-day conference started with
the national anthem, prayers from the bible, as Christianity is
the majority religion, followed by some verses from the Quran
to indicate respect of Muslims and religious tolerance.

Specific rituals were performed by Nuer women and Nuer
songs were sung. Then the Nuer women dressed Machar,
Alfred Ladu Gore, the movement’s deputy leader who is from
the Murle tribe, and Taban Deng, head of the negotiating team
and the movement’s military head, in traditional outfits. Photos
were taken of the IGAD representatives and the negotiating
team. Fervent music, songs and Nuer poems remained a fixture
throughout the conference.

Some poems criticised war while others expressed the
Nuer people’s bravery and their patience in tough battles. Other
satirical poems criticised injustice, oppression, corruption and
stealing the people’s money. I was keen on knowing the meaning
of all that was said in the Nuer language and pleased there was
simultaneous interpretation into English and Arabic.

There was a long silence before discussions dived into
the conference’s key issues: peace and war, good governance
in South Sudan and uniting the SPLM and the SPLM-IO.

The military leaders sat in the front rows, wearing their
military ranks on their shoulders.

Their postures spoke of arrogance and pride, especially
Lieutenant General Peter Gadet, the harsh fighter from Unity
State. Many praised his speech, saying it was eloquent and
delivered a strong message.

Recalling the start of war

The discussions’ atmosphere was transparent. Machar
did not interrupt any speaker, even if he spoke for an hour.
Those speaking often recalled the tragic events of December
16, 2013 in Juba, the start of the civil war. They violently
criticised Salva Kiir and described the violent acts in Juba

as “genocide”. They said soldiers had targeted members
of the Nuer tribe in Juba. A number of people rejected Kiir
as president.

The Dinka members of Machar’s largely Nuer movement
blamed Salva Kiir and his small group who they said benefitted
from South Sudan’s riches. They pledged to work for Machar’s
revolution and highlighted their strong social ties with the
Nuer tribe.

Strong criticism was also fired at Uganda, with speakers
blaming the neighbour state for interfering in the conflict
to exploit South Sudan’s resources. Attendees said it should
withdraw its forces as a first step towards a peace agreement,
adding that Machar, as prime minister, would represent the
whole country not just his Nuer tribe, and would protect
resources from foreign dominance.

The issue of justice and peace was among the inter-
national community’s priorities. Some attendees admitted
that the international community’s policy differed from that
of the movement.

They raised the question: “Should peace or accountability
come first?”

Those at the meeting said peace should come before account-
ability, as justice passes through the long phases of investigation
and punishment of wrongdoers. They added, however, that
evidence of “Nuer genocides” is irrefutable.

The general opinion of those at the meeting was to create a
federal system by establishing 21 states. As for security, they said
the army, the police and security apparatus should be national
and stressed that all ethnic and tribal considerations should be
removed from all state institutions.

Civil administrations should promote social peace and should
also avoid any tribal and ethnic considerations in politics and
social services.

Among their plans for the future, they agreed on employing
people based on their qualifications and experience, encouraging
economic growth and investment in agriculture and livestock
and raising awareness of grazers so that the livestock contribute
to the economy.

They said they would exploit the oil income for development,
build infrastructure, including roads, transport system, commu-
nications and would link the cities and rural areas with high-
ways. There was also talk of establishing projects and dams
to generate power and encouraging the national private sector
to invest and lead development.

They raised
the question:
“Should
peace or
accountability
come first?”

As time passed, the visions on peace and war crystallised.
In light of this political and military climate, the question in
the air was: Is Pagak the final chapter in the Ngundeng proph-
ecy? According to the well-known prophesy, a man from the
Nuer tribe will rule South Sudan after its independence and
the outbreak of a major war.

Salva Kiir says this prophecy was one reason why Machar
defected from the movement in 1991. Today, history repeats
itself. Machar waged a war to fulfil the prophecy of ruling South
Sudan after its independence.

After lengthy discussions of the conference issues, the
various committees presented their reports. The Chairman
of the Humanitarian Affairs Committee gave an overview
of the suffering underway in the movement’s areas, describing
acute food and medicine shortages, especially in Wad Kuna
on the west bank of the Renk.
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He complained that South Sudan’s government is targeting
local civil servants, leading to a shortage of local staff who
represent the link between displaced people and the foreigners
in the international organisations.

The humanitarian situation was dire, he said, not least as
the United Nations planes do not transport those people. He said
there were 292,000 displaced people in Unity State, 275,000
in Upper Nile State and 620,000 in Jonglei State and stressed
that all of those people needed urgent help. Meanwhile, South
Sudanese had fled to Kenya, Ethiopia, Uganda and Sudan.

The health committee, headed by Elizabeth Paul, revealed a
plan to establish health centres in the liberated and border areas
with Sudan, Ethiopia and Kenya. When war started the humani-
tarian situation deteriorated sharply in South Sudan, she said.
The financial committee, meanwhile, presented a proposal to
fund the movement’s military activities. It said members should
pay a monthly subscription of 50 U.S. dollars, meaning that total
member subscriptions should reach 1.5 million U.S. dollars
every month. Simple taxes would be imposed on the population
of the liberated areas, the committee suggested.

Meanwhile, the foreign relations committee reported it
had kept positions of some countries in check, in particular,
neutralising China. It had also stopped a weapon cargo
and opened offices for the movement in many countries.

Jiech Mabor, the White Army

On the conference’s fourth day, military leaders revealed
that their fighters had entered battles against government forces
in Galachel and Adong in Upper Nile State, south of Malakal
and just six kilometres from Pagak.

Garouth Garkoth, the Military Commander of Upper Nile
State, said his troops had captured three vehicles full of heavy
weapons, adding that Machar’s forces had stopped an attack by
government forces on Nasir. The military leaders said that Kiir’s
forces withdrew from Nasir to Kwat and were on their way to
Pagak to strike the conference.

Despite this news, the conference goers were reassured
that Salva Kiir’s forces could not reach Pagak as the Jiech Mabor,
as the Nuers call the White Army, controls its entry points and
the surrounding villages. The White Army has a reputation for
attracting thousands of fighters in a short time.

Showing that the White Army obey the orders of its
leaders, I did not hear any shots or armed clashes during
my time in Pagak.

War and peace

The conference was extended to decide on issues including
peace, good governance and unifying the unifying the armed
opposition movement. It recommended continuing with
the peace negotiations, stressing that war would only add
to the suffering of the South Sudanese people.

Therefore, they called on the international community
to support the IGAD’s efforts. Those at the conference told
the negotiating team to tackle the roots of the crisis, uphold
the rights of the South Sudanese people and achieve the aims
of good governance and the transitional government.

Those attending the gathering decided that Salva Kiir would
remain president for two and a half years until the next elections
if the agreement was signed. They supported punishing those
who committed genocides and crimes against humanity and
deemed that Ugandan forces and those of the Darfuri movements
and the SPLM-North should all be expelled from South Sudan
as soon as possible.

Machar endorsed the conference decisions, including
moving the capital from Juba to Ramciel in Lakes State after
the transitional period. He stressed that their revolution would
build a state of democracy, freedom, fair citizenship and stability.
He underlined his focus on education and health.

IGAD’s message

After the conference closed, Machar held independent
meetings with the states’ representatives and South Sudanese
from abroad to discuss issues of organisation and funding.
His meetings lasted from 9:00 pm to 1:00 am.

Machar’s presence in Pagak after the end of the conference
annoyed the IGAD which thought that his additional days were
used to mobilise his troops. The IGAD sent him a message
telling him to go to Addis Ababa.

Back then, both peace and war were options for Machar’s
supporters. Although they were involved in the peace process,
they organised their forces and prepared themselves for war.

2016/7/4 5:13 PM‘ ‘



5 days
reporting
from
Malakal

‘ ‘ theniles8_20160704.indd 20-21

Radio reporter Francis Michael describes
his fear and shock as fighting took over Malakal,
reducing it to a ghost town.

by Francis Michael
Juba, South Sudan

verything looked calm and quiet in Malakal on the morning

of December 23, 2013. It was just before Christmas and the city’s
inhabitants were busy getting ready for the festivities. Despite
the fighting which broke out in Juba on December 16, Malakal
remained calm and its people were cheerful and relieved.

[ left my house in the morning for work at ‘Sawt al-Mahaba’
radio station in al-Malakiya neighborhood, nearly even kilometres
away from my house. On my way to the office, I surveyed
people’s opinions about their preparations for the feast, given
the rising market prices following the border closure in Joda
district, in the north of Upper Nile State towards Sudan.

I reached the radio station at 9:30 am and the morning
shift for the link presenter ended at 11:00 am. I was alone for
the second shift and we aired special Christmas hymns for
the listeners.

Then a friend called me, wanting to know what was
happening in the city. He told me that people were fleeing
towards the Nile and the main market area. I called a friend
who had gone out to buy some items, but her mobile phone
was switched off. I was later told that she lost it as she fled
the market.

Leaving the studio to check what was happening, I saw
people hurrying, mostly running. I called the station manager
to tell her what I saw. She asked me to close the station because
there was news that rebel forces had attacked the city from
the riverside.

Just before I left, two of my colleagues arrived and we
closed the station together. As we were locking up, we met
the then State Minister of Information and Broadcasting Philip
Jiben Ogal who was racing towards the broadcasting station.

He requested me to reopen the station so he could address the
people and ask them to return to their homes. I called the station
manager and she gave him the go-ahead. We were also instructed
that all programmes aired should be pre-recorded.

The minister aired his message for the people, reasurring
them that there was no problem and asking them to return to
their homes after many had fled to the United Nations mission
headquarters outside the city.

In the evening, having investigated the situation to report
the news, I made some telephone calls to other authorities. I
learned that the senior officials from Upper Nile State, including
the governor himself, had already left the city for the U.N.
mission base. I made further enquiries through some colleagues

who worked at the U.N. offices and it turned out that a dispute
had broken out among government ministers, leading to divisions,
caused by the December 15 conflict in Juba.

We spent that evening in fear, knowing that conditions
were expected to deteriorate over the upcoming 24 hours.
Overnight there was an exchange of fire at the army base, less
than 1.5 kilometres from my house. The sound of gunfire
was horrendous. It was the first time in my life I'd heard
shooting from machine guns, rocket propelled grenades and
other weapons.

Not far from my house, lived a minister of the state
parliament. Assailants fired at her house, but stray gunshots
also hit my home.

I'd experienced such an indiscriminate war before when
I was living near the residence of former Upper Nile Governor
Peter Charlemagne. Back then, fighting broke out between
the popular army and government militias and his house was
repeatedly targeted.

In 2011, a militia force from the Sudanese army broke
away during a disengagement of forces agreement. At that time,
I was at the radio station, less than 300 metres from an army
camp, and I spent the whole night holed up inside the office.

In the morning of December 24, citizens took to the streets.
Malakal’s inhabitants had grown used to the exchange of fire
in the city and by now things had calmed down. People began
to move from the south to the north and from the west to the
east. However, a feeling of uneasiness remained.

Most people headed to the U.N. headquarters seeking
refuge while some hid in nearby villages. In the evening of that
same day, I went to the U.N. mission to enquire about the dis-
placed people. The conditions I found were appalling: People
lived out in the open and were in urgent need of water. They
drank water from the small brooks near the U.N. offices, which
was contaminated by sewage and wastewater.

After long attempts to get through the strict security checks
at the U.N., I managed to speak to the organisation’s Malakal
Officer Debora Shin, thanks to a local employee at the mission.
I asked her what her mission would do to help people outside
their offices fence, considering the ongoing indiscriminate
shooting. She said she was awaiting instructions from Juba and
could not allow those people into the headquarters. Some lucky
people had managed to get into the U.N. mission with their
families, however, assisted by mission workers. But the majority,
hundreds of scared citizens, remained out in the open from the
early morning until 7:00 pm. One child and an old man died
and three citizens, including a five-year-old child, were injured.

On the morning of December 26, the U.N. mission officials
decided to go to the city to bring food and tents from the World
Food Programme warehouses following a truce between the
government and the rebels. I was one of the workers who was
ready to go to the city. My main purpose was to find out what
was happening. But soon after the truce arrangements were
completed, shooting started again and two people were killed
outside the U.N. headquarters.

That day, I had a brawl with a Ugandan U.N. mission officer,
who was responsible for relief affairs but she refused to take
the tents outside to the camp to provide shelter for the citizens
who needed protection.

On the night of December 26, the U.N. mission in Malakal
decided to allow the citizens into its headquarters to protect
them from stray bullets, having received information that the
government troops would attack the city in the morning of the
following day.

Then came a most difficult experience: We had to transport
the patients to the hospital inside the camp. Hunger, thirst and
direct exposure to the sun for three days were the main causes
for people’s illnesses. Most of the patients were university
students from the Upper Nile University and pregnant women.
We transported them to hospital or offered them juice and
water only because we were short of food, we hardly had
anything to give.

I felt hungry, but I had to tolerate it, remain patient and
help people. Without planning to, I switched from media work
to humanitarian work.

Thanks to the efforts of a young South Sudanese man
who worked in the AIDS Protection Ward, the U.N. mission
representative allowed citizens into its library and we spent
the rest of the night there.

On the morning of December 27, the sound of artillery fire
was heard all over Malakal. At 10:00 am, the State Information
Minister arrived from Folouj and told me the government forces
would soon reach Malakal and that they wanted to resume
broadcasting at the government radio station after forcing the
rebels out of the city. As considerable damage was sustained
by the government radio station, they wanted to broadcast from
the ‘Sawt al-Mahaba’ station. I told him that the manager was
responsible and they later agreed to reopen it on December 28.

The situation inside the U.N. mission’s offices was extreme-
ly bad and there was no water or food. We spent two days in
which we survived on scarce supplies of water and juice. It
was the most difficult stage and when we got out after the war,
I decided not to return there under any circumstances.

On the morning of December 28, we walked out to the
city and went to the main market which had been ransacked
and looted. Large parts of it were burnt out. We could see dead
bodies littering the street. It was the first time in my life I'd
seen corpses in the city. I started counting them, but stopped
because there were too many. Most of the bodies were of home-
less children killed in front of the shops. My friend who was
accompanying me was scared so we decided to return to the
U.N. mission’s camp after I took some pictures to accompany
my report for The Niles website. I will never forget the title
of that story ‘Malakal Main Market: Lootings and Corpses
on Streets’.

‘It was the
first time

in my life I'd
heard shooting
from machine
guns.”

At 1:00 pm, the radio station’s manager called me and
told me that the station would be opened at 3:00 pm and that
I should go there. After opening the station, the Information
Minister Philip Jiben Ogal was on air. Malakal's citizens began
to return to their houses. We closed the station at 6:00 pm.
There were only three of us; the minister, the station manager
and myself, as well as the minister’s guards. We travelled in
the minister’s car and parted at al-Malakiya neighborhood.

I decided to return to the U.N. base to join my friend. There
was a single bakery on the way and I thought about taking some
bread with me, but night fell while I queued and so I returned
to the U.N. base without bread.

On my way there, the city streets were completely empty.

I was walking alone. Halfway to the U.N. base, I saw armed
soldiers deployed in front of me and I decided to return to

the al-Malakiya neighbourhood, in the hope of finding a safe
place to sleep in as it was closer than going all the way to the
United Nations. It was completely dark and I was very scared.

I knocked at the door of one of the houses and asked for a place
to sleep. The family refused to take me in and I tried somewhere
else. An old lady advised me to find a place to spend the night
at instead of walking in the dark. I knocked at another door and
I finally found someone who offered me a shelter. T spent the
night with strangers who let me sleep under their roof. The
following day, I continued my walk to the radio station where

I worked alone for three consecutive days. All my colleagues
were no longer in the area.

We have spent very difficult times in Malakal since the start
of those ill-omened incidents. Within a short span of five days,
Malakal was a ghost town, completely deserted with empty shops
and dead bodies strewn in the city streets. Most of the popula-
tion left, but I decided to stay and continue my professional work
as a journalist. Eventually, though, I was forced to flee as well.
At 6:30 pm of February 17, 2014, I left Malakal, packing up just
before some of the city’s worst battles broke out in the early
hours of February 18.
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Name: Alhidai Jibril

Age: 27

Occupation: Excavation worker,
gold miner, farmer, livestock
herder

Meeting point: Naga
archaeological site

“A poem for
my camel.”

AMNOLLV -

My friend Ahmed and | are
employed by the Qatari-Sudan-
ese project in the royal city

of Naga. The archaeological
season lasts only three months
so we need additional jobs to
make ends meet. | completed
one year of basic school.

The nicest time of the year

is when | can be around my
camels. This is also when | am
at home with family and friends.
We sing and memorize poetry.
This is a poem about my camel:
‘Magician of the sunsets /
sailing the sands /
slim-waisted and high humped /
ready for a long journey'.

The Niles correspondents travelled from Khartoum to the archaeological sites of Naga.
Five encounters on a journey back to the roots of their culture.

The portraits on the following pages are part of a cooperation between David Chipperfield Architects
and The Niles, shown at the 2016 Architecture Biennale in Venice.
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Name: Igbal Mohammed
Age: 36

Occupation: Tea lady

Meeting point: Shendi service
area

‘I left my
husband

in the dead
of night.”

| have been working as a tea
lady ever since | came to Shendi
two years ago. Originally | am
from Dilling, a beautiful town
in the Nuba Mountains.

| ran away from my husband
after many years of a bad
marriage. | chose not to move
to Khartoum because he
might find me there and kill
me. So | went even further
away from home and settled
in this remote place.

| was confident that | would
be able to make a living here
with tourists passing on the
Khartoum-Atbara motorway.
| also took the daughter of
my sister with me to help me
with my work; she is 12. My
17-year-old son is still with
his father.
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The Niles 25

Name: El-Amin El-Baagir
Age: 80

Occupation: Site guard
Meeting point: Naga
archaeological site

“The
security
situation

IS good
because we
are united.”

| have served as Naga’s guard
since 1976 - that is 20 years
before the excavations on this
site began.

We hardly face any security
problems since, as Shaigiya,
we are a very close-knit tribe.
In the past our lands were
covered with trees. The woods
were home to wild animals that
would scare both our children
and our livestock.

People were superstitious and
ignorant. They didn’t know how
to pray or how to memorize
verses of the Koran. They would
tell legends such as that of

Abu Lamba [father of the lamp],
whom they believed misled the
unwitting in the desert at night
using a mysterious light.

2016/7/4 5:14 PM‘ ‘
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Name: Hiba Mohammed

Age: 20

Occupation: Student of natural
sciences

at the University of Khartoum
Meeting point: Naga
archaeological site

“The
ordinary
people have
always been
on the
outside.”

| grew up in the village of

Hajar al-Asal, 200 kilometres
north of Khartoum at the river
Nile. Itis the place where the
semi-nomads of Naga send their
live-stock for grazing in the

dry season.

The powerful civilisation of

Kush with Meroé as its wealthy
metropolis, and the flourishing
city of Naga, could not have come
into existence without the abun-
dant resources of the Nile.

| believe that the kings and
queens of Kush are my ancestors.
The archaeological sites show
that they used to be exactly like
us now: The kings and queens
had their palaces, their ministers
were next to them, and the
ordinary people were outside
those places.

‘ ‘ theniles8_20160704.indd 26-27
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Name: Mahdi el-Zaki

Age: 20

Occupation: Shoe salesman
and assistant driver

Meeting point: Motorway next
to Naga

“| dreamt
of America.”

I'm originally from EL-Obeid
and | help my cousin ship iron
sheets from Port Sudan to Darfur.
My dream was to emigrate to
the United States of America
but | didn’t win the green card
lottery. Now | would love to be
in nature working as a farmer
for part of the year and and
would take care of our cattle
the rest of the time.

2016/7/4 5:14 PM‘ ‘
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Where

do you

see your-
self

in five
years?

by Martha Agama, Francis Michael,
Akim Mugisa, Davis Mugume, Nosa Sidahmed

66

All we need is stability in South Sudan.

| believe that over the next five years, | will
have opened at least three more workshops
in the country. These will give employment
opportunities to some youth. You know, to live
happy in Juba you need money, | believe that
by then | should have gotten enough money

to live a happy life in my country South Sudan.”

Engineer Oneka James, Auto Mechanie, Juba, South Sudan.

“In five years time | will have finished my
engineering course and | hope to be working
with big construction companies in South
Sudan. | also want to have established

a poultry business in my native Kajo Keji.

| want my country to be the best place for
me and my friends so we can live in peace
like in other countries that we have visited.”

Pita Mule Harry, Civil and Environmental Engineering student, Uganda
Christian University (UCU), Mukono, Uganda.

“If the current impasse continues then
South Sudan might have to shape her own
destiny but if the peace stands, the future
of our country is very bright. | hope peace
will prevail so | can achieve my goals.”

Nagib Boro, Director at HASS Petroleum Litd., Juba, South Sudan.

‘ ‘ theniles8_20160704.indd 28-29

‘| cannot predict how South Sudan will be

in the next five years time due to the ongoing
wrangles but | hope that we will be at peace
and harmony for the better of the nation

and a peaceful South Sudan, this is where

| see myself.”

Mary Adut, Juba Resident, South Sudan.

“In five years | will be far in terms of music.
| hope to be living in a peaceful country, in
a nation that's free from rebellion, tribalism
and hatred. All we need now Is peace.”

Joyece Jidayi aka Pretty Joy Cox, mother and artist, Juba, South Sudan.

“Two years ago | said | want to accomplish
certain things. But | didn't..., because the civil
Job ' work pays me little, not enough to pay
all my bills. So until things go well and the
economy improves, | can't think of making
any plans. Right now | live for today, and will
wait to face tomorrow.”

Isabella, Civil Servant, Yei, South Sudan.

“I'm singer of mostly educative songs of
a high quality and | will be one of the biggest
artistes in South Sudan.”

Samuel Sebit Emmanuel, aka Samse, Musician, Yei, South Sudan.

‘I have no clue about what will happen in

five years! | only wish for a good future for
my daughter. As for myself, | am going with
the flow. Depending how you see the situa-
tion in the country, that is either good or bad.”

Mary Kadi Manoah, Mother, Kampala, Uganda.

‘| see myself as full-time pastor in a church
with a children’s home to cater for the very
many parentless kids in this country. | want
to run other developmental projects, too, as
part of my contribution to nation building.”

Elias Seme, Pastor, Yei, South Sudan.

“In five years | see myself as professional
and vocal journalist.”

Daniel Friday, Student, Kampala, Uganda.

“I'm sorry, but | have got no answer!”

Viola Rentensia, Kampala, Uganda.

‘I think in five years time | will be an inde-
pendent person, standing on my own two
feet and able to support my parents.”

Khamis Emmanuel Napoleon, Student, Kampala, Uganda.

‘I want to go back to school to do my
master’s degree and get married within
five years. | would hope that | get a baby
as soon as am married too.”

Vicky Liong, Kampala, Uganda.

“In five years from now, | shall be in the
south provided the situation improves. | have
repeatedly thought of migration. | am ready
to move to any country that can secure my
living, job and dignity. Our leaders have failed
to govern. But still, I'll be in South Sudan
after five years.”

Melli Isaaq, Juba, South Sudan.

‘I was born in Juba and have lived in Khar-
toum. [ am proud of my nationality and will
never leave my country. | will not move to

any other country within the coming five years
unless | have been forced away by war. South
Sudan will be peaceful and stable.”

Hayat Winston, Juba, South Sudan.

“In five years, | believe that the South will
be safe and will have good politicians who
are aware of the people’s issues.”

Chol Gaj Chol, Juba, South Sudan.

"My aim is to give South Sudan the best

| can. In five years from now, |'ll be in Juba
because the south will be a developed coun-
try. It will be difficult for me to leave my
country and go elsewhere.”

James Obwayj, Juba, South Sudan.

“It is difficult for me to decide where | will
be in five years - everything will depend on
the country’'s situation. If it is stable, I'll dis-
card the migration option and will be ready
to spend my life in Juba. Otherwise, | may
migrate or be displaced.”

Azrag Paul Deng, Juba, South Sudan.
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